'‘Stay off my lawn Prime Minister': Local unimpressed as
Theresa May targets Black Country
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She may have been met by adoring Conservative supporters ahead of her speech at Netherton
Conservative Club, but just hours earlier Theresa May had been given a grilling by one unimpressed
Black Country resident.

Graham Mills, 73, who lives on Alderdale Avenue, Sedgley, Dudley, where the PM went campaigning on
Saturday morning, said he was ‘really disappointed’ with the PM’s performance — and even refused her
permission to walk on his lawn.

He quizzed her on privatisation, her refusal to take part in leadership debates and her ‘poor’ record as home
secretary.

But despite his barrage of questions, Mr Mills claims he never got straight answers.

The pair had got off on a sour foot anyway when Mrs May was refused permission to walk across Mr Mills’s lawn,
as he explained: “| was cutting my grass at the time when | saw a load of cars pull up and she came towards me.

"First of all she asked if she could walk across my lawn and | said no, not really, | have just cut it.

“| started by asking her why she would not debate the other leaders on the TV and she said ‘well we meet every
Wednesday’ and | said that is hardly an answer and asked if she thought she owed it to the public. Again | did not
really get an answer.

“| asked her why she was running the exact same campaign as David Cameron did with Lynton Crosby and
employing the same scare tactics by suggesting Labour would form a coalition with the SNP, which she knows
they wouldn’t. It is scare tactics.

‘I was amazed at how nervous she was.
“She spoke about Europe saying we had to get things back so | asked her why doesn’t she start at home

“She kept giving me stock answers every time — which was that it would be worse under Labour. | was really
disappointed.”

May's Black Country battle cry

Theresa May later said the Black Country is a ‘very important battleground’ ahead of the ‘most important election’
of her lifetime.

The Conservatives are looking to snatch seats away from Jeremy Corbyn’s Labour in Dudley, Walsall and
Wolverhampton at June’s General Election and have earmarked Walsall North, Dudley North and
Wolverhampton South West as key targets.

Alderdale Avenue, where Mr Mills met Theresa May, is in Dudley North, which Labour MP lan Austin fought hard
to defend at the last election. In 2010 he had a majority of just 1.1 per cent.

It is also on the border of Wolverhampton South West, which has swung between the main parties in the past
two elections.

Labour had just a two per cent majority at the last general election and the Conservatives are hopeful of
overturning that, especially after current MP Rob Marris announced last week he would not be seeking re-
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election.

PM under fire after dodging tax issue
Theresa May has been under fire after refusing to rule out tax rises during her visit to Dudley.

The Prime Minister repeatedly refused to rule out the possibility of raising taxes but insisted the Conservatives
remain the party of ‘lower taxes’.

The controversial prospect, believed to be the work of Chancellor Phillip Hammond, saw the Tories face a
setback in the polls.

Mr Hammond has hinted he would like to drop the promise of no tax rises because it restricts his options for
dealing with Brexit.

Mrs May was three times offered the chance by journalists to make it clear her party would not be raising taxes —
something it pledged for the last General Election — but declined to give a straight answer each time.

Labour shadow chancellor John McDonnell said the Conservatives were planning a ‘tax bombshell’ if returned to
power while Liberal Democrat former business secretary Sir Vince Cable claimed Mrs May was ‘at war’ with her
chancellor over the issue of taxation.
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