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Criminal charges against more than 30 people, including a raft of Conservative MPs and their agents, are being
considered by the Crown Prosecution Service over election expenses at the last general election, Channel 4
News can reveal.

It is not possible to say how many are MPs and how many are agents but it is understood to be a large number
and it is believed that the possible prosecutions will be of MPs and election agents.

Channel 4 News has revealed evidence over the last year that Conservative candidates did not properly declare
their election expenses in the last General Election.

This led to police investigations – so far we understand 15 police forces have passed files to the Crown
Prosecution Service.

The CPS has told Channel 4 News that the snap General Election announcement has no impact on them
whatsoever – and that their only concern is to consider the evidence and decide whether charges should be
brought.

The Independent Police Complaints Commission has also passed a single file to the CPS.

‘The Tories were terrified’

The Conservatives have a working majority of 17 MPs.

The CPS decision must be made by the end of May, or early June.

Charges could be brought against MPs right in the middle of the general election campaign.

The former UKIP leader Nigel Farage said on his LBC radio show, regarding the role of the election expenses
allegations on the decision to call an election: “I think the Tories were terrified of something breaking over the
course of the next few months, byelections to be held in September, certainly a dozen seats in which there was
the possibility of a byelection some say even 20. And that for a government with a working majority of 12.

“And I have to pay credit to somebody on this … his name is [Channel 4 News political correspondent] Michael
Crick.”
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