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Campaign Overview

O B J E C T I V E S
Mycroft planned to introduce their Mark II, the world’s first Open Source voice 
assistant, at CES 2019. 

Mycroft engaged the services of Brotman|Winter|Fried Communications (BWF) 
to help them tell their story to the 250,000 attendees and 7,500 journalists who 
traveled to Vegas to see what was new and innovative across the rapidly 
expanding worlds of consumer technology. 

In response, BWF created the following campaign.

T A C T I C S
BWF created and deployed of a multi-phase public information 
campaign consisting of:

• Creation of company-specific media list

• News release creation and distribution

• Submission of CES-focused company, client and product 
information including the creation of 100-word write-ups, blog 
submissions, email outreach pitches, engagement with CES 
publicity teams, directory listing updates and enhancements, 
CESTV pitch forms and more.

• Facilitation of Mycroft’s participation in CES Unveiled and 
ShowStoppers

• Research into awards, online media kit strategy development 
and product showcase opportunities 

• Concerted email and telephone story pitches

• Creation and production of postcards

• Onsite distribution of postcards through press centers, media 
events 

• Onsite support at CES Unveiled and Showstoppers

• Implementation and management of onsite interviews

R E S U L T S
More than 30 stories appeared in local, regional, national and 
international media heralding Mycroft’s efforts, involvement 
and participation at CES 2019.



100-Word Write-Up



Mycroft Al (Eureka Park, Sands #51507) –
Mycroft is the world's private, open Artificial 
Intelligence platform; offering AI for everyone. 
An alternative to Siri and Alexa for those who 
care about privacy, Mycroft provides a voice 
assistant experience to stream media, control 
IoT, and automate timers and conversions 
without selling data to third parties. Mycroft 
runs on the open hardware Mycroft Mark II 
smart display and can be used on Raspberry Pi 
and Linux desktops. And because Mycroft is 
open source, anyone can contribute new 
features, develop modules, and make Mycroft 
smarter and more capable. Missing something 
interesting? Simply come up with your own 
solution and contribute it back to the Mycroft 
community.



News Releases



 
 Media Contacts: 

Elle Siebert -- 703-533-0550 

esiebert@aboutbwf.com 
Marina Vitalich -- 310-291-4028 

mvitalich@aboutbwf.com 
 

 
  

Mycroft Showcasing AI for Everyone with the 
World’s First Open Source Assistant at CES 2019 

Company offers an alternative to Siri and Alexa for those concerned about privacy 
Kansas City, Missouri, November 28, 2018 – The company democratizing voice 

technology and building AI for everyone, Mycroft AI, will showcase its revolutionary 

platform, the Mycroft Mark II at CES 2019 (January 8-11 in Las Vegas). Mycroft turned 
heads at CES 2018 showcasing its Mycroft Mark 1 and offering a sneak peak of its Mark 

II prototype. 

The Kansas City-based company’s open platform differs from products like Alexa or Siri 
in four important ways: data privacy, customization, user agency and open data. Mycroft 

provides a voice assistant experience that allows users to stream media, control IoT, 

automate tasks and much more, without selling data to third parties.  

“CES offers us an opportunity to wow the tech-savvy crowd with Mycroft's latest 

hardware,” said Joshua Montgomery, CEO of Mycroft. “Corporate customers looking to 
deploy a voice assistant independent of Google and Amazon will be amazed by 

Mycroft.”  

The Mark II is a consumer-ready speaker designed for everyday users, with any level of 
technical expertise. Driven by community development, it’s the only voice assistant that 

respects privacy, is entirely transparent in how data is processed, and is customizable. 

It’s the voice assistant for the people by the people, doing all the things users have come 

to expect from a voice assistant, but in a transparent and open way. 

“Mycroft is the only voice assistant that verifiably preserves user privacy and allows full 

corporate data independence,” According to Montgomery. 

The Mycroft team will showcase at CES from Booth #51507 in the Eureka Park 

Marketplace from January 8-11, 2019, at the Sands Expo Center.  

For additional information, please visit https://mycroft.ai/. 

NOTE TO MEDIA 

To schedule interviews or CES booth demonstrations of Mycroft’s line of connected 

products, please contact Elle Siebert at 703-533-0550 or esiebert@aboutbwf.com or 

Marina Vitalich at 310-291-4028 or mvitalich@aboutbwf.com.   
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Elle Siebert -- 703-533-0550 

esiebert@aboutbwf.com 
Marina Vitalich -- 310-291-4028 

mvitalich@aboutbwf.com 
 

 
  

Mycroft to Debut Next Generation Open Source Smart 
Speaker at CES 2019 

 
The only voice assistant that respects the user’s privacy 

 
Kansas City, Missouri, December 12, 2018 – Mycroft’s new voice assistant, the Mark II, 

stands out from the competition due to its Open Source platform.  Open Source allows for public 
accessibility, modification and the ability to be shared by everyone.  Open Source projects, 

products or initiatives embrace principles of open exchange, collaborative participation, 

transparency and o-oriented development.  Programmers and non-programmers alike benefit 
from Open Source technology.  

 

The Mark II has been integrated with machine and deep learning in order to create an assistant 
that learns and improves over time.  As soon as an interaction is complete, data is deleted 

unless the user has explicitly stated they wish to Opt-In to share data to Mycroft’s Open 
Dataset.  Voice data is never stored or sold to outside entities that generate targeted 

advertisements based on your interactions.  The open software of the Mark II allows anyone to 

inspect the code and evaluate exactly what is being done with user data. 
 

Next month at CES 2019, Mycroft will 

showcase the open voice assistant made for 
everyone. Zero conversations are captured 

and stored for targeted ads, building profiles, 

and other unknown reasons. To Mycroft, the 
user’s privacy matters.   

 

“Personal privacy is at the top of everyone's 

list of concerns for this new category of 

technology that literally listens to your every 

word.  However, consumers have had no 

option to join the voice revolution without compromising themselves,” said Steve Penrod, CTO 

of Mycroft. “Mycroft and the Mark II will be the first viable platform that puts the individual's 

privacy concerns first.  Our mission is to e nhance privacy with our technology, not subvert it -- 

unlike the main players whose businesses are built around reselling information about their 

customers.”  

 

The Mycroft team will showcase at CES from Booth #51507 in the Eureka Park Marketplace 

from January 8-11, 2019, at the Sands Expo Center.  

To schedule an interview or a booth demonstration, contact esiebert@aboutbwf.com  



 Media Contacts: 
Elle Siebert -- 703-533-0550 

esiebert@aboutbwf.com 
 

 
 

  

Mycroft AI, a Company that Puts Users First with 
Privacy-Centric Software 

Prioritizing privacy over advertisements 

Kansas City, Missouri, December 28, 2018 – Concerns for privacy have been on the rise 

amidst a series of scandals among tech giants. Facebook has shown little concern for users’ 
privacy when it allowed Microsoft’s Bing search engine to see the names of essentially all 

Facebook users’ friends without permission. Not to mention, Facebook gave Netflix and Spotify 

the ability to read Facebook users’ private messages without their knowledge. Additionally, 
products like Amazon Echo and Google Home keep recordings and transcripts of interactions 

with the software and wield users’ personal data for marketing purposes.   

While tech giants like Facebook, Google and Amazon have shown carelessness with its users’ 

data time and time again, Mycroft AI provides a haven for users concerned with privacy.   

Explicit permission is the characteristic that separates Mycroft from other tech giants.  Mycroft 

cannot access user data unless users give their explicit permission. The price of great software 
shouldn’t be relinquishing your privacy boundaries. Mycroft embraces the concept that you can 

still get a great user experience without sacrificing privacy.   

“When you look at the history of big tech, and what they’ve done with user data, it’s full of 
privacy issues. It’s full of user agency issues. It’s full of marketing. It’s full of self-enrichment at 

the expense of the user,” said Joshua Montgomery, CEO of Mycroft. 

Mycroft AI was built on the practice of acting in users’ best interests, ensuring that users can 
relax with the knowledge that their personal data will not be used for advertisements and 

partnerships that solely benefit the company. Mycroft’s platform provides users with privacy by 

deleting queries in real time. User data is not mined, aggregated, processed or sold. 

“We don’t keep the queries users send us, we don’t have information on how they’re using the 

technology and we don’t process any of those queries for information or for targeted 

advertising.” 

With Mycroft, users’ privacy is safe by nature. Users can Opt-In to share data for improving the 

development of Mycroft, but only if users enable the feature manually.  

The Mycroft team will showcase the Mark II at CES from Booth #51507 in the Eureka Park 

Marketplace from January 8-11, 2019, at the Sands Expo Center.  

To schedule an interview to discuss privacy or a booth demonstration to check out the Mark II, 

contact esiebert@aboutbwf.com  
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https://www.paulamadeuslane.com/techzone
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https://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/open-source-ai-voice-assistant-takes-aim-amazon-and-google

https://www.bizjournals.com/kansascity/news/2018/11/29/ces-mycroft-mark-2-open-source-voice-
assistant.html

https://www.startupofyear.com/blog/daily-dealflow-mycroft-ai

https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20190104005090/en/CES-2019-Exhibitor-Profiles-LITE-ON-
Technology-Corp.

https://www.globalbankingandfinance.com/ces-2019-exhibitor-profiles-lite-on-technology-corp-to-
pundi-x/

https://amp.pcwelt.de/article/10501384

https://www.cnet.com/news/mycroft-privacy-minded-ope-source-smart-speaker-wants-to-be-your-
alexa-alternative-ces-2019/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rnEdZBtpCZo

https://youtu.be/QwdKpwAC79U?t=2300

https://voicebot.ai/2019/01/08/ces-2019-eight-interviews-with-voice-innovators-voicebot-podcast-ep-
78/

https://www.benzinga.com/pressreleases/19/01/r12962311/the-new-innovations-in-consumer-
electronics-nice-awards-recognize-prod

https://soundcloud.com/cbs-news-radio/ces-joshua-montgomery-of-mycroft-ai-with-an-open-source-
digital-assistant-that-compets-with-alexa-and-google-home

https://www.eetasia.com/news/article/2019010901-ces-2019-roundup

https://www.cepro.com/article/ces_2019_day_3_in_tweets

https://slate.com/technology/2019/01/smart-speaker-privacy-alexa-google-home-amazon-echo-siri.html

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RW5zY7ozFR0

https://www.besttechie.com/the-big-trends-at-ces-2019/

https://www.extremetech.com/electronics/283615-ces-2019-mycroft-ii-provides-voice-assist-with-data-
privacy

https://www.healthcareitnews.com/news/open-source-ai-voice-assistant-takes-aim-amazon-and-google
https://www.bizjournals.com/kansascity/news/2018/11/29/ces-mycroft-mark-2-open-source-voice-assistant.html
https://www.startupofyear.com/blog/daily-dealflow-mycroft-ai
https://www.businesswire.com/news/home/20190104005090/en/CES-2019-Exhibitor-Profiles-LITE-ON-Technology-Corp.
https://www.globalbankingandfinance.com/ces-2019-exhibitor-profiles-lite-on-technology-corp-to-pundi-x/
https://amp.pcwelt.de/article/10501384
https://www.cnet.com/news/mycroft-privacy-minded-ope-source-smart-speaker-wants-to-be-your-alexa-alternative-ces-2019/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rnEdZBtpCZo
https://youtu.be/QwdKpwAC79U?t=2300
https://voicebot.ai/2019/01/08/ces-2019-eight-interviews-with-voice-innovators-voicebot-podcast-ep-78/
https://www.benzinga.com/pressreleases/19/01/r12962311/the-new-innovations-in-consumer-electronics-nice-awards-recognize-prod
https://soundcloud.com/cbs-news-radio/ces-joshua-montgomery-of-mycroft-ai-with-an-open-source-digital-assistant-that-compets-with-alexa-and-google-home
https://www.eetasia.com/news/article/2019010901-ces-2019-roundup
https://www.cepro.com/article/ces_2019_day_3_in_tweets
https://slate.com/technology/2019/01/smart-speaker-privacy-alexa-google-home-amazon-echo-siri.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RW5zY7ozFR0
https://www.besttechie.com/the-big-trends-at-ces-2019/
https://www.extremetech.com/electronics/283615-ces-2019-mycroft-ii-provides-voice-assist-with-data-privacy


https://intotomorrow.com/a-virtual-assistant-that-keeps-your-data-at-home-from-mycroft-ai/

https://makezine.com/2019/01/11/makes-15-favorite-finds-from-ces-2019/

https://www.pcmag.com/feature/365926/the-most-interesting-and-bizarre-startups-at-ces-2019

http://eponymouspickle.blogspot.com/2019/01/mycroft-back-as-open-kickstarter.html

https://culturess.com/2019/01/14/high-tech-gadgets-from-ces-2019-right-out-of-star-trek/

https://www.prweb.com/releases/the_new_innovations_in_consumer_electronics_nice_awards_reco
gnize_products_and_companies_at_ces_using_technology_in_a_new_innovative_way/prweb1602509
1.htm

https://tidbits.com/2019/01/15/ces-2019-showstoppers-demos-smart-ovens-big-batteries-and-more/

http://www.gizmodo.co.uk/2019/01/alexa-violate-my-privacy/

https://mobilemarketingmagazine.com/what-we-learned-from-ces-2019

https://www.openpr.com/news/1506469/Global-Intelligent-Virtual-Assistant-Market-Emerging-Trends-
Growing-Popularity-in-upcoming-year-Key-Players-involved-in-the-research-like-Microsoft-Nuance-
Samsung-Electronics-Alphabet-Apple-Amazon-IBM-Baidu-Blackberry.html

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KyNRA_KCrsk

https://www.hostingadvice.com/blog/mycroft-brings-data-privacy-and-customization-to-voice-
assistant-technology/

https://www.podfeet.com/blog/2019/01/ces-2019-mycroft-ai/

https://iapp.org/news/a/ces-2019-a-look-at-the-present-and-the-road-ahead/

http://siliconprairienews.com/2019/01/silicon-prairie-companies-showcase-at-ces-2019/

https://intotomorrow.com/a-virtual-assistant-that-keeps-your-data-at-home-from-mycroft-ai/
https://makezine.com/2019/01/11/makes-15-favorite-finds-from-ces-2019/
https://www.pcmag.com/feature/365926/the-most-interesting-and-bizarre-startups-at-ces-2019
http://eponymouspickle.blogspot.com/2019/01/mycroft-back-as-open-kickstarter.html
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