PATROL BOY
OF THE YEAR

BY TOM CASTEEL
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IT WAS 1982. _J
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L ‘| |i| = HAD_TO BE AT SCHOOL
o o [l A HALE HOUR BEFORE THE
el OTHER K1DS.
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IT'S NNO WONDER THE
DUTY APPEALED TO ME.

I WAS OBSESSED WITH
SUPERHERO COMICS AT
THE TIME.
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THERE WERE °‘THREE INTER-
SECTIONS ACROSS FROM THE
SCHOOL. TUREE POSTS. THREE

o .
W:ﬂ//’/', Z
J 2

sy

il ot e
6 e

MY INTERSECTION WAS THE CUL-DE-SAC.
THREE KIDS CROSSED THERE. ONE WAS IN
MY GRADE AND WOULDN'T LET ME CROSS

HIM. T DIDN'T BLAME HIM.

THERE REALLY WASNT MUCHTO IT.
JUgT WAFT UNTIL THERE WERE NO CARS
AND WALK THE KID ACROSS THE STREET.
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BuT T &TILL THOUGHT IT
WAS AN TMPORTANT J0B.

[ 1[I ¢~/




AFTER ABOUT THE FIRST
MONTH OF SCHOOL THE

OTHER PATROL BOYSX PRETTY
MUCH STOPPED SHOWING UPR
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¥ ONE WAS A GIRL. TUIS WAS
BEFORE POLITICAL CORRECTNESS.
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NO ONE SEEMED TO NOTICE. ¥
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11 T MISSED TUREE DAYS
THAT WHOLE YEAR.
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ON THE LAST DAY OF
SCUOOL THERE was AN
AWARD CEREMONY FOR THE
SIXTH GRADERS BEFORE WE

MOVED ON TO MIDOLE SCHOOL..
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THE PATROL BOY OF THE YEAR
AWARD WAS GIVEN OUT LAST
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ALL MY LIFE GROWN-UPS WUAD
TOLD ME THAT IF YOU DO THE
BEST JOB YOU WIiLL BE RECOG-
NIZED. YOU WILL BE REWARDED.
YOou wWitLw WINL.

3UST THIS WEEK T
TOLD MY SON “GOOD
WORK 1S ITS OWN
REWAR D" WHEN HeE
DEMANDED CANDY
BECAUSE WE PICKED
up 118 TOYS.

AND MOSTLY I
BELIEVE THAT

THUAT WAS MOW |
| THe WoRLD WAS b
SUPPOSED TO WORK.
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