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Albert Bourla 
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer  
 
Nicolás Vaquer 
General Manager, Argentina Region  
 
Christopher Ariyan 
Country Manager, Andean Cluster   
 
Angell Bessombes Allan Norman Byron, 
Managing Director, Peru Pfizer  
235 E 42nd St   
New York, NY 10017    
  
  
October 25, 2022  
  
 
Dear Messrs. Bourla, Vaquer, Ariyan and Byron:  
  
We write in regard to the agreement Pfizer signed with the Medicines Patent Pool in 
November 2021 granting a license for the oral antiviral Paxlovid used in the treatment of 
COVID-19. The antiviral combines nirmatrelvir, also identified as PF-07321332, and 
ritonavir. Under the license it can be manufactured by 39 pharmaceutical companies 
worldwide, including laboratories in Mexico, Brazil, and the Dominican Republic (Nortec 
Química of Brazil1, Neol Pharma of Mexico2, and Magnachem of the Dominican 
Republic3).   
  
It is regrettable that most countries in Latin America that need the lifesaving treatment 
have been excluded from the license, limiting their ability to reduce the catastrophic 
effects of the COVID-19 pandemic, particularly among their most vulnerable 
populations.   
  
We note that recently the Medicines Patent Pool signed a license with Shionogi for its 
antiviral candidate ensitrelvir, which would benefit more countries than Pfizer's license.   
  
The global COVID-19 health emergency makes access to nirmatrelvir – in adequate 
quantities and conditions – necessary. We, therefore, ask Pfizer to include Latin 
American countries within the scope of the MPP license and to facilitate access to 
generics manufactured in neighboring countries, eliminating the need for countries to 
resort to compulsory licenses or government use of patents.   
  

 
1 Nortec Quimica. Nortec Química recebe licença da The Medicines Patent Pool (MPP) para produzir IFA nirmatrelvir 
para tratamento oral inovador contra Covid-19 https://nortecquimica.com.br/nortec-quimica-recebe-licenca-da-
the-medicines-patent-pool-mpp-para-produzir-ifa-nirmatrelvir-para-tratamento-oral-inovador-contra-covid-19/ 
2 Código F. Neolpharma producirá en México la versión genérica de Paxlovid de Pfizer, gracias a un acuerdo con el 
Fondo de Patentes de Medicamentos, bajo la autorización de la Coferpris. https://codigof.mx/neolpharma-
producira-en-mexico-la-version-generica-de-paxlovid-de-pfizer-gracias-a-un-acuerdo-con-el-fondo-de-patentes-de-
medicamentos-bajo-la-autorizacion-de-la-cofepris/ 
3 PM Farma, Laboratorio Magnachem fabricará una versión genérica del medicamento para el Covid-19 en 
República Dominicana. https://www.pmfarma.com.mx/noticias/19312-laboratorio-magnachem-fabricara-una-
version-generica-del-medicamento-para-el-covid-19-en-republica-dominicana.html 

https://nortecquimica.com.br/nortec-quimica-recebe-licenca-da-the-medicines-patent-pool-mpp-para-produzir-ifa-nirmatrelvir-para-tratamento-oral-inovador-contra-covid-19/
https://nortecquimica.com.br/nortec-quimica-recebe-licenca-da-the-medicines-patent-pool-mpp-para-produzir-ifa-nirmatrelvir-para-tratamento-oral-inovador-contra-covid-19/
https://codigof.mx/neolpharma-producira-en-mexico-la-version-generica-de-paxlovid-de-pfizer-gracias-a-un-acuerdo-con-el-fondo-de-patentes-de-medicamentos-bajo-la-autorizacion-de-la-cofepris/
https://codigof.mx/neolpharma-producira-en-mexico-la-version-generica-de-paxlovid-de-pfizer-gracias-a-un-acuerdo-con-el-fondo-de-patentes-de-medicamentos-bajo-la-autorizacion-de-la-cofepris/
https://codigof.mx/neolpharma-producira-en-mexico-la-version-generica-de-paxlovid-de-pfizer-gracias-a-un-acuerdo-con-el-fondo-de-patentes-de-medicamentos-bajo-la-autorizacion-de-la-cofepris/
https://codigof.mx/neolpharma-producira-en-mexico-la-version-generica-de-paxlovid-de-pfizer-gracias-a-un-acuerdo-con-el-fondo-de-patentes-de-medicamentos-bajo-la-autorizacion-de-la-cofepris/
https://www.pmfarma.com.mx/noticias/19312-laboratorio-magnachem-fabricara-una-version-generica-del-medicamento-para-el-covid-19-en-republica-dominicana.html
https://www.pmfarma.com.mx/noticias/19312-laboratorio-magnachem-fabricara-una-version-generica-del-medicamento-para-el-covid-19-en-republica-dominicana.html
https://www.pmfarma.com.mx/noticias/19312-laboratorio-magnachem-fabricara-una-version-generica-del-medicamento-para-el-covid-19-en-republica-dominicana.html
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Responding to our request to include our countries in the license would be a signal of 
Pfizer's commitment to facilitate access for all people to scientific advances that, in this 
case, would contribute considerably to ending this pandemic that so far has resulted in 
more than 6 million lives lost worldwide4.   
  
 
 
 
 
 

Kind regards,  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Roberto Lopez Linares  Luis Villarroel Villalón                Wilfredo Ponce  
                 Director Ejecutivo       Director Ejecutivo              Secretario General  
 Acción Internacional para la Salud               Corporación Innovarte        Federación Centro Unión de 
                        Perú              Chile         Trabajadores de EsSalud 
          Perú 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Juliana López         María Lorena Di Giano              Veriano Terto Jr. 
           Directora Ejecutiva           Directora Ejecutiva             Vice-Presidente   
                 IFARMA        Fundación Grupo Efecto Positivo        Associação Brasileira Interdisciplinar 

Colombia                                      Argentina                     de AIDS e Grupo de Propiedad  
     Intelectual (ABIA/GTPI) 

                   Brasil       

 
 
 
 

Peter Maybarduk 
Director de Acceso a Medicamentos 

Public Citizen 
      EEUU 

 
 
 
 
 
 
CC: Marie-Paule Kieny 
Presidente del Comité Directivo del Medicine Patent Pool 

 

 
4 WHO Coronavirus (COVID-19) Dashboard, 13/10/2022 
WHO Coronavirus (COVID-19) Dashboard | WHO Coronavirus (COVID-19) Dashboard With Vaccination Data 

https://covid19.who.int/?mapFilter=deaths
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Organizaciones y personas adherentes a la carta 
 
Organizaciones: 
 

Nombres y Apellidos Organización País 

Bernardo Acceder a tratamientos Chile 

Joaquin benavente Alameda Beer Co Chile 

Tamaryn Nelson  Amnistía Internacional EEUU 

Enzo Blondel ArchivosDAC Chile 

Paola Villegas 
Asamblea por el Conocimiento y la Investigación de 
Chile, ACIC 

Chile 

Sandra Zambrano Asociación APUVIMEH de Personas con VIH Honduras 

Tula Mendoza Echegaray Asociación de Mujeres VIH Santa Micaela Perú 

Dr J Carolyn Gomes Caribbean Centre for Human Rights Jamaica 

José Julián López Gutiérrez 
Centro de Información de Medicamentos Universidad 
Nacional 

Colombia 

JULIA CAMPOS CEPESJU PERU 

Carmina Stefoni Cia. Cuenta Cuentos El Alambrito Chile 

Christian Romo Cooperativa de trabajo CEDA PUNTO PUERTO Chile 

Loreto Vidal Hernández Corporación Sempiterno Chile 

Felix Freeman Escuela de Técnica y Cultura Hacker Chile 

Esilda carrasco correa Farmacia popular de Valparaíso Chile 

Luz M. Umbasia Global Humanitarian Progress Corp GHP Corp Colombia 

Jorge beloqui Grupo de incentivo à vida. Brasil Brasil 

Marlon Castillo Castro Grupo Impulsor de la Vigilancia de Antirretrovirales Perú 

Baker Brook Health GAP (Global Access Project) EEUU 

Mariana Fernández INNOVARTE ONG Chile 

Clever Calderon Ortiz INSUMEDICAL Perú 

Alma de León ITPC - LATCA Guatemala 

Javier Pablo Anamaria ITPC LATCA Perú 

Allaa Just Treatment UK 

Manuel Machado Misión Salud Colombia 

Laura Peralta-Schulte Network Lobby for Catholic Social Justice USA 

Gloria Amezquita Oxfam-LAC REGIONAL 

Sheila Davis Partners In Health 
Perú, 

México 

Rosalind Turkie Pharmaceutical Accountability Foundation Francia 

Angel Omar Pepey 
RAP+30. Foro de ONG¨s con trabajo en VIH y otras 
problemáticas de Argentina 

Argentina 

Ronald Céspedes Barriga Red Latinoamericana GayLatino Bolivia 

Javier Martínez Badillo 
Red Mexicana de Personas que Viven con VIH/SIDA, 
AC. 

México 
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Laura Inés Pérez Ottonello Red Uruguaya PVVS REDLA+ Uruguay 

OCTAVIO Redbol Bolivia Bolivia 

Marcela Rosen Murúa 
Revista electrónica de arte contemporáneo Escáner 
Cultural 

Chila 

Leslye Heilig, MD Right to Health Action EEUU 

Ruth Ugarte Sindicato Unico de Nutricionistas de Essalud - HNGAI Perú 

Samuel Toro Contreras Universidad de Valparaíso Chile 

Rolando Rebolledo Universidad de Valparaíso Chile 

      
  

 
Adherentes independientes 
 

Nombre y Apellidos Situación de adherente País 

Arturo Cariceo Independente Chile 

Carlos Calvo ex Convencional Constituyente, Chile Chile 

Francisca Aguayo Independente Chile 

Ingrid Sempertegui Independente Chile 

Matisabel Colorado Independente El Salvador 

Patricio Bruna Independiente Chile 

Richard Stern Independente Costa Rica 

Valentina Elzo Independente Chile 

 
 


