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TNR and the Law 
Communities all over the nation have ordinances in place which promote Trap-

Neuter-Return and protect cats. But there are also ordinances out there that make 

TNR more difficult for caregivers.  

You do not have to pass a law to perform TNR, but you can have a 

positive impact on the welfare of community cats by changing policy in your 

city/township to promote this process. 

Educate yourself on the TNR process, advantages 
of TNR and failed alternatives to TNR 

Research your local ordinances and how animal 
control is governed in your city 

Find a model ordinance you can use to modify 

Introduce your ordinance to city council 
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3. 
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Research Your Local Ordinances 
-Print Resources- 

• Visit your county or city clerk’s office 
and ask for a copy of your local 
ordinances.  **This will be the most 
up-to-date version. 

Clerk’s 
Office 

• The reference librarian will be able to 
help you find local ordinances 

Public 
Library 

• Your local courthouse may have a 
library that you can utilize. Law Library 



Research Your Local Ordinances 
-Online Resources- 

• Check for an ordinance link on 
your city’s government website 

• Many cities use Municode 

Local 
Government 

Website 

• Sometimes your local shelter 
will have ordinances collected 
on their website 

Local 
Shelter 
Website 

• When in doubt use Google! 

Other 
Online 

Resources 

https://www.google.com/


Understand Your Local Ordinances 
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Feed(ing):  The most common type of ordinance that 
could affect your ability to legally perform TNR is an 
ordinance that bans feeing of… 

Harboring: This type of ordinance can limit the 
amount of pets/animals you ‘harbor’ (home/shelter) 

 

Nuisance: This type of ordinance protects people from 
noise, odor, litter, etc.  

*Other keywords to look for: cat, possess, keep, destruction, rodent  

Keep in mind – Most ordinances that work against TNR were designed to 

prevent people from hoarding animals or attracting rodents!! 



How is Animal Control Governed? 



Find a Model Ordinance 



Introduce Your Ordinance 
Best Practices for Ordinance Introduction and Follow-Up: 
 

 Know your city council 
 Understand friends vs. foes 

• Go to meetings, talk to people in the know, research! 

 Find a sympathetic member to introduce the ordinance 

 

 Reach out to allies to assist you:  
 Humane societies 

 Wildlife rehab 

 Sanctuaries 

 Shelters 

 Other grassroots activist 

 

 Lobby!  
 Provide the council with information on TNR 

 Mobilize a group to spread the word 

 Pass out fliers 



Resources 

Educate Yourself 
http://www.alleycat.org/page.aspx?pid=889 

http://www.allaboutanimalsrescue.org/stray-cats/ 

http://www.neighborhoodcats.org/HOW_TO_WHAT_IS_TNR 

http://www.humanesociety.org/issues/feral_cats/ 

 

Researching Local Ordinances: 

http://www.law.msu.edu/library/substantive/local.html 

http://www.municode.com/ 

www.google.com 

 

Find a Model Ordinance 
http://www.allaboutanimalsrescue.org/stray-cats/resources/ 

 

Other General Ordinance Websites: 
http://www.alleycat.org/page.aspx?pid=486 

http://www.bornfreeusa.org/b2a2_ordinance.php 

 



Research Your Local Ordinances 
-Online Resources- 

http://www.law.msu.edu/library/substantive/local.html 



Research Your Local Ordinances 
-Online Resources- 

www.google.com 



Research Your Local Ordinances 
-Online Resources- 

Keywords: 

- Cats 

- Harbor 

- Feed 



Research Your Local Ordinances 
-Online Resources- 



Research Your Local Ordinances 
 Warren: 

Royal Oak: 


