

http://www.blfjustice.org/

WHY DOES THE BLACK COMMUNITY NEED SPECIALADVICE
WHEN DEALING WITH THE POLICE?

TRY TO AVOID ENCOUNTERS WITH THE POLICE

o




ANYTHING YOU SAY OR DO CAN AND
WILL BE USED AGAINST YOU




TAKE NOTES AND VIDEO TAPE
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RULES FOR NOT LOSSING YOUR COOL WHEN
STOPPED BY THE POLICE
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GENERAL RULES ON WHEN TO TALK AND
WHEN NOT TO TALK TO THE POLICE
In general, no, you do not have to talk to the police. Only in limited circumstances

do you have to talk to the police at any point. So as a rule of thumb, if questioned
try not to talk too much

If you have a conversation with police:

a. Stay calm. Be professional. Give respect and courtesy and demand the same
in return.

b. Right to remain silent: If you choose to not answer any questions, you do
not have to. It is not a crime to refuse to answer questions and it is your
Constitutional right not to talk and to seek legal counsel. (See Miranda above).

c. You do not have to explain where you are going or where you came from.

d. Do not be intimidated into giving up your Constitutional rights. Do not
compromise principles and give-up your legal rights just because you are
under some sort of stress, anxiety, pressure or duress. Standing up for the 4%
Amendment rights and other Constitutional rights will always be your best
bet.

e. If you are driving a car, you must show your driver’s license and registration.
If you are not the driver and are a passenger you do not have to show
identification.

f. Showing identification: In general, you do not have to show the police your
identification just because they ask you. Simply decline the request “on
Constitutional grounds.” However, if you are detained based on a reasonable
suspicion or arrested you may have to give your name and prove who you are

in order to be released.
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STOP AND FRISK AND RACIAL PROFILING




WHAT SHOULD | DO WHEN STOPPED BY
THE POLICE IN MY CAR
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d. If you are given a ticket, you should sign it; otherwise you might be arrested.
It is best to sign the ticket and contest it later in court.

e. Never voluntarily consent to a search of your vehicle. It is not lawful for the
police to arrest you simply for refusing to consent to a vehicle search. But, if
the police believe your car contains evidence of a crime, your car can be
searched without your consent.

f. Both drivers and passengers have the right to remain silent.

g. If you are a passenger in the car and if you desire to leave, you can ask,
“Am I under arrest?” or “Am I being detained?” If the officer say “No”,
remain silent and you have the right to exit the vehicle and leave. Passengers
do not have to show identification without cause.

h. Fleeing the scene: Do not flee the scene unless you absolutely have to flee
for your own safety. Many times the police shoot to kill us and then claim the
vehicle was used as a weapon, even if no cop was hit, or even in danger of
being hit.

DRIVING UNDER THE INFLUENCE (DUI) DRUNK DRIVING

If you are suspected of drunk driving (DWI, DUI) and refuse to take a blood, urine
or breath test the following can occur:
a. If you refuse in your home state, your license will likely be automatically

suspended.

b. If you refuse out-of-state, you have a change of winning the case as long as
you have witnesses that will testify that you were not drinking and there is no
other credible evidence that you were drinking beyond the limits.

c. Stop taking risks by drinking and driving. Too many lives are lost by drinking

and driving. You have limited defenses when you drink and drive.
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If your license is suspended, the police may arrest you and impound your vehicle
and search your vehicle unless someone is present who can drive the car or unless
the car can be legally parked. So, it is critical to keep your license in good standing
and do not drive without a valid license.

IMPOUNDMENT SEARCH

If your car is stopped for a suspended license or for the registration being expired,
the police may impound the vehicle and search the vehicle in what is called an
“impoundment an inventory search.” So be aware of the status of your tags and
driver’s license. Do not get caught slipping and lose your legal and tactical advantage
In encounters with the police.

WHAT TO DO WHEN THE POLICE
SEEK TO ENTER YOUR HOME

a. In order to enter your home, the police or sheriff must have a Warrant,
signed by a judge. They must knock and announce themselves.

b. Ask to see the Warrant.

c. If it is an emergency or someone is in imminent danger in the house, or a
fleeing felon has entered the house, officers are allowed to enter and search
your home without a Warrant. Be careful of whom you have in your house
and be cautious what you allow another person to do in your house and out of
your house if you want to keep the police out of your house.

d. Domestic dispute: If a person has made a 911 call and claimed that a crime
which affects their safety is occurred, the police can come inside your house
to investigate criminal activity. They can conduct a limited search relative to
the crime allegedly committed. My advice is be very careful who you have in
your home because a person in your home calling the police on you can erode

key privacy rights you have.
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WHAT TO DO IF YOU ARE ARRESTED
OR TAKEN TO A POLICE STATION
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