I, Daniel Blake director Ken Loach says ‘incompetent’ Tories
are not fit to govern

E:I mirror.co.uk

By Kate Ferguson 11/1/2016

Daily Mirror Tim McGuinness

Ken Loach says that if the Tories know what they are doing 'they are not fit to be in Government'

Ken Loach is embroiled in a war of words with a Cabinet minister over his new film’s searing critique of welfare
cuts .

Work and Pensions Secretary Damian Green criticised as “monstrously unfair” the portrayal of job centre staff in
I, Daniel Blake, despite admitting he has not watched the film .

But Mr Loach has hit back at the comments, accusing the Government of being either “incompetent” or not fit to
hold office.

In a comment to the Press Association, he said: “If they don’t know what they are doing to people they are
incompetent and shouldn’t be in Government.

“If they do know what they are doing then they are not fit to be in Government.”

Read More

e Family of soldier David Clapson who died after benefit sanctions lodge formal demand for inquest

Work and Pensions Secretary Damian Green has taken issue with the film's portrayal of job centre
staff
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The film tells the story of a 59-year-old joiner who is plunged into extreme poverty and confronted by a faceless
bureaucracy when his benefits are stopped.

It has won rave reviews and was given the coveted Palme d’Or at the Cannes film festival, but has been
criticised by Tory ministers past and present for its portrayal of welfare cuts.

Rebecca O’Brien, a producer on the film, told the Press Association that employees working at job centres and at
the Department for Work and Pensions were consulted but were too scared to be individually named in the
credits.

The film has been criticised by Tories for its portrayal of welfare cuts

She said: “If he hasn’t seen the film he wouldn’t know that at the end of the film we thank the job centre workers
who worked on the film. We spoke to many of them in the course of our research.

“We didn’t actually identify them individually because they were so scared and asked to remain anonymous.”

She said staff told producers that they were given secret targets to cut welfare payments.

e There can be no doubt that benefit sanctions lead to hunger - and foodbanks
Real job centre employees were consulted and worked on the film

“So many people have got in touch with us after the film saying ‘I am Daniel Blake, it is my story’,” she said.

“I thought it wasn’t as huge a problem as | now know it to be. | realise now just how difficult it is to get benefits
and how easy it is to get sanctioned.

“Lots and lots of people have contacted us saying this reflects their experience.

“We have witnessed far worse stories than those portrayed in the film, but we didn’t portray them because we
didn’t think people would believe them.”
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DWP-related deaths

3/3



Welfare cuts - Latest news updates, pictures, video, reaction - Mirror Online

OFFERS FANTASY BINGO DATING JOBS BUYSELL COMPETITIONS HOROSCOPES CARTOONS CROSSWORDS

All you need to
know about
the awards -

Mirror iy

News- Politics Football Sport-

Celebs- TV & Film Weird News
[ enDiG  PRINCE HARRY | PRIDE OF BRITAN | HALLOWEEN | X FACTOR | RURIK UTTING

WELFARE CUTS

[, Daniel Blake director Ken Loach
says 'incompetent’ Tories are not
fit to govern

01-11-2016

Director has bitten back at Work and Pensions
Secretary Damian Green who labelled his film
"monstrously unfair"

WM \What is the new benefit cap and will it affect me? The
r ' 'disgraceful' Tory cut explained

01-11-2016

Soon thousands of families will start losing up to £115 a week. So what is it, how did
we get here, and will it affect you?

Mutiny as Tory MPs demand mercy for disabled people hit by
ESA benefit cuts

01-11-2016

Tory MPs want to delay £30-a-week cuts to Employment and Support Allowance (ESA)
unless victims are given more help
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Tory welfare chief wants to stop mentally ill people 'sitting at
home living on benefits’
= WELFARE CUTS 31-10-2016

Unveiling a new green paper, Damian Green gave a clear signal of his direction as he
warned he won't reverse brutal welfare cuts

Tory claims on sick notes for long-term disabled people
blasted as 'insult’
WELFARE CUTS 31-10-2016

Labour accused the Tories of overseeing a “callous social security regime” as the
Government prepared to unveil its latest welfare shake-up

The limitations of Theresa May: Mirror Politics morning
briefing
POLITICS 06-10-2016

With conference season over we take stock the main political parties

Labour conference round up: 5 things we learned today
POLITICS 26-09-2016

Clive Lewis went nuclear, John McDonnell tried to be nice and Labour rebels are still singing. Here's what we
learned on day 3 of the Labour conference

Actress Liz Carr stuns audience by comparing Tory austerity
to the Nazis at Labour conference
"= WELFARE CUTS 25-09-2016

The disabled Silent Witness actress compared Tory welfare cuts to Nazi policies, as
she addressed the Mirror's Real Britain Reconnecting Britain event in Liverpool

. John McDonnell refuses to apologise for quoting 'lynching’
joke about 'stain of inhumanity' Tory MP
B WELFARE CUTS 25-09-2016

The Shadow Chancellor was confronted on live TV by Esther McVey - and they've got
serious history over welfare cuts

Tory welfare secretary says he won't turn back from lain
Duncan Smith's cuts - and pensioners are next

DAMIAN GREEN 18-09-2016

Pensioner benefits are next for the chop as Damian Green says he'll press ahead with
brutal cuts to Universal Credit

Theresa May refuses to rule out MORE welfare cuts if economy
suffers in run up to Brexit
WELFARE CUTS 04-09-2016

The new Prime Minister refused to offer any guarantees that she will not again take the
axe to struggling families’ benefits

Team GB Paralympians stripped of Motability vehicles after
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Tory cuts, medal hopeful warns
DISABILITY 26-08-2016

Wheelchair-racer Ben Rowlings has slammed the system after many athletes were
'told they were too able' to have cars after fit-to-work reassessments

Pensioners face 'grand betrayal' if Tories scrap triple-lock
which guarantees pension rate rises
POLITICS 31-07-2016

Former Pensions Minister Ros Altmann sparks fears of government u-turn after saying
it is time to abandon the triple lock pensions.

Dear Damian Green: A pleato the man Theresa May has put in
charge of welfare
DAMIAN GREEN 18-07-2016

Poverty, food banks, Universal Credit - where should Theresa May's new Work and
Pensions Secretary begin? Real Britain Ros writes Damian Green an open letter and
extends an invitation

Who is Owen Smith? Everything you need to know about the
challenger in the Labour leadership election
OWEN SMITH 13-07-2016

He led Labour's impressive opposition to lain Duncan Smith's hated welfare reforms.
But can he succeed where Jeremy Corbyn failed?

Cutting benefits 'makes people LESS likely to find work’,
government study finds
WELFARE CUTS 06-06-2016

A study carried out by Oxford City Council and backed by DWP found cuts to a
persons welfare did not incentivise them to find work

An unexpected bill would push me over the edge - how a
pension age change plunged this woman into poverty
PENSIONS 17-05-2016

Lizzie Cornish, 61, is just one of millions of women whose retirement plans have been
shattered by the rise in state pension age

1,072 private renters a DAY cast out onto the street after
evictions double
| RENTING 13-05-2016

Housing charity Shelter says the figures are a 'painful reminder' of the impact of
welfare cuts and expensive rents

Hire purchase plans branded a "rip-off trap" for poor families
who have no choice due to welfare cuts
DEBT 16-04-2016

Rent-to-buy stores can lure customers into paying three times more than the same
item would cost in cash
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lain Duncan Smith's replacement Stephen Crabb delivers
devastating verdict on Britain's social mobility
12-04-2016

Rising star Stephen Crabb said we should be "living in a golden age of social mobility".

Dear Stephen Crabb: An open letter to Secretary of State for
Work and Pensions
24-03-2016

Mirror columnist Ros Wynne Jones pens open letter to the new Work and Pensions
Secretary urging him to become the new champion of Compassionate Conservatism

Christians urge Stephen Crabb to scrap lain Duncan Smith's
‘unchristian’ welfare cuts
23-03-2016

Leading Christians including the Archbishop of Wales, 15 priests and filmmaker Frank
Cottrell-Boyce urged the new Welfare Secretary to think again

BBC banned from filming during disability protest in Houses
of Parliament
23-03-2016

The BBC's Norman Smith was told live on air that he had to stop filming while a noisy
protest unfolded behind him

David Cameron fails to apologise for botched cuts as disability
campaigners protest inside Parliament
23-03-2016

Tory MPs cheered the Prime Minister as protesters chanted 'no more death from
benefit cuts' outside the door

4 George Osborne Budget debate recap: Updates as Chancellor
. forced to defend his botched Budget
22-03-2016

The Chancellor fought for his political future in the first Commons statement of its kind
for 20 years

Tory minister's on air meltdown as she's ambushed with
massive graph proving the Budget hurts the poor
22-03-2016

Nicky Morgan hasn't had a good week of TV appearances. After first signalling a
climbdown on PIP cuts, and then refusing to answer questions about it...this happened

Is Stephen Crabb's claim of 'no more welfare cuts' all it seems
to be?

21-03-2016

Here's why people are confused about the new Work and Pensions Secretary's claims
about future cuts to the benefits bill
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Welfare cuts - Latest news updates, pictures, video, reaction - Mirror Online

Personal Independence Payments (PIP) cuts are substituted

123 @

No more welfare cuts, claims lain Duncan Smith's replacement
Stephen Crabb in astonishing Government climbdown

21-03-2016

The new Work and Pensions Secretary said there were 'no plans' for more cuts to
benefits. But where will they find George Osborne's missing £4.4billion?

Tory Budget chaos live: Updates as David Cameron faces
triple whammy of attacks in Parliament

21-03-2016

It's a bumper day for those who enjoy watching Tories being hauled over the coals.
Watch live and follow updates here

George Osborne has David Cameron's 'full confidence' as he
tells MPs to approve Budget with a £4bn hole

21-03-2016

Cheery No10 backed the Chancellor - despite admitting it'll be nearly Christmas before
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Damian Green has never seen |, Daniel Blake - but branded it ‘monstrously unfair' anyway - Mirror Online

VIDEO LOADING

Tory welfare secretary Damian Green branded hit Ken Loach film I, Daniel Blake a
“monstrously unfair” work of fiction today - despite admitting he’d never seen it.

The film won the Palme d’Or at this year's Cannes Film Festival for its stark
portrayal of a 59-year-old joiner facing nightmarish fit-to-work tests.

But Mr Green told MPs: “It is a work of fiction. It is not a documentary. It bears no
relation to the modern benefits system.”

He said he hadn't seen the film but, had seen a lot of trailers for it.

“And as | understand it,” he said, “it is monstrously unfair to Job Centre staff, who
are hugely conscientious people doing a job, sometimes in difficult conditions and
doing it very well indeed.”

Mr Green was speaking after he unveiled plans to reform fit-for-work assessments
for disabled people.

s REUTERS

Britain's Work and Pensions Secretary Damian Green
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Damian Green has never seen |, Daniel Blake - but branded it ‘monstrously unfair' anyway - Mirror Online

He faced attacks from MPs in a testy debate in the House of Commons. beaten over head with

. . . crutch in horrifying
Hated former Work and Pensions Secretary lain Duncan Smith welcomed the street attack

shake-up but said planned cuts to work allowances under Universal Credit must

be scrapped.
“These need now to be increased to their original levels,” he said.

Shadow Work and Pensions Secretary Debbie Abrahams warned people had
"real anxiety” about possible "coded messages” in the green paper.

She said claims that Tory reforms make work pay are “derisory” and Universal
Credit was a long-delayed “unmitigated disaster”.

She renewed her call for the system of fit-for-work tests to be scrapped.

Hospital patient seriously burnt
after ‘farting' during cervix
surgery and causing laser to
burst into flames

Creatind
dement

Hundreds pay tribute to
schoolgirl raped and chopped
up in bathtub on her 10th
birthday 'by own family'

Emotional Carol Vorderman
thanks man who saved HER
life as she almost died of
sepsis

Oldham East and Saddleworth MP Debbie Abrahams L .
How dirty is your mind? How

you see this optical illusion will

“It's a dehumanising system which is doing great harm and is nothing more than a decide

vehicle for getting people ‘off-flow’,” she said.

Mr Green hit back by reading out a long list of comments backing his drive for : _
Italian Prince crushed to death

cycling outside luxury London
He added: "I'm afraid her carping at this is just out of touch with the sector of department store when lorry

. " dragged him under its wheels
those who most represent disabled people.

reform by disability groups.

Mr Green said he wanted to raise awareness of the health benefits of having a

good job and make clear that "the idea that sitting at home living on benefits is in * Recommended On
any way good for people - particularly people with a mental health condition - is .
completely wrong". The Mirror

Man 'fleeing cops in

http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/damian-green-never-seen-i-9166462[02/11/2016 00:33:33]


http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/young-man-lays-unconscious-beaten-9176942
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/young-man-lays-unconscious-beaten-9176942
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/young-man-lays-unconscious-beaten-9176942
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/man-fleeing-cops-stolen-patrol-9177433
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/young-man-lays-unconscious-beaten-9176942
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/hospital-patient-seriously-burnt-after-9167044
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/hospitals
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/hospital-patient-seriously-burnt-after-9167044
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/hospital-patient-seriously-burnt-after-9167044
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/hospital-patient-seriously-burnt-after-9167044
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/hospital-patient-seriously-burnt-after-9167044
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/murder
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/hundreds-pay-tribute-schoolgirl-raped-9162965
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/hundreds-pay-tribute-schoolgirl-raped-9162965
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/hundreds-pay-tribute-schoolgirl-raped-9162965
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/hundreds-pay-tribute-schoolgirl-raped-9162965
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/pride-of-britain-awards
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/emotional-carol-vorderman-thanks-man-9168827
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/emotional-carol-vorderman-thanks-man-9168827
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/emotional-carol-vorderman-thanks-man-9168827
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/emotional-carol-vorderman-thanks-man-9168827
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/brainteasers
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/weird-news/how-dirty-your-mind-how-9174648
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/weird-news/how-dirty-your-mind-how-9174648
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/weird-news/how-dirty-your-mind-how-9174648
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/cyclists
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/italian-prince-crushed-death-cycling-9173493
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/italian-prince-crushed-death-cycling-9173493
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/italian-prince-crushed-death-cycling-9173493
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/italian-prince-crushed-death-cycling-9173493
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/police-chases

Damian Green has never seen |, Daniel Blake - but branded it ‘monstrously unfair' anyway - Mirror Online

In |, Daniel Blake, the lead character gives a helping hand to a sanctioned single mum

The Government will consult on reform of the WCA tests to deliver more "targeted
and personalised" support and end the division of Universal Credit and
Employment and Support Allowance claimants into groups deemed to be able or
unable to work.

Employers will be encouraged to work with staff with long-term conditions to stop
them falling out of work while Jobcentre Plus work coaches will help direct
claimants to therapy.

Unveiling the Work and Health Green Paper in the House of Commons, Mr Green
reiterated his commitment that no welfare savings were being sought as part of
the reforms.

READ MORE

» Tory welfare slasher lain Duncan Smith dismisses |, Daniel Blake as 'unfair'

He said the Government aims to close the gap between employment rates of
disabled and non-disabled people, which currently stands at 32 percentage points,
with 4.6 million people with disabilities and long-term conditions out of work.

"When things need improving, like the Work Capability Assessment and fit notes,
we mustn't shy away from big decisions," said Mr Green.

"We must be bold in our ambition to help disabled people and those with health
conditions. This Green Paper marks the start of our action to confront the
attitudes, prejudices and misunderstandings that, after many years, have become
ingrained within the welfare state, within the minds of employers and across wider
society."
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Family of soldier David Clapson who died after benefit sanctions lodge formal demand for inquest - Mirror Online
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Family of soldier David Clapson who died after benefit sanctions lodge formal demand for inquest - Mirror Online

| | V4 B8 B8 Mirrorpix

David Clapson's family has formally submitted papers for

The family of David Clapson, the former British soldier who died after his benefits
were sanctioned, has formally requested an inquest into his death.

Lawyers for Gill Thompson, David’s sister, lodged official papers with the
Hertfordshire Coroner on Friday “on the basis that he died an unnatural death due
to the imposition and effects of the benefit sanction imposed on him shortly before
and in force at the time of his death.”

After David died in July 2013, the coroner turned down further investigation and an
inquest, ruling that his death was due to natural causes. But, backed by the Daily
Mirror, Mrs Thompson has fought for three years for a public investigation.

Leigh Day law firm says there is a “strong public interest” in a fresh investigation
because “a benefit sanction arguably played a contributing or causative factor in
the death”.

http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/family-sol dier-david-thompson-who-9173283[02/11/2016 00:34:48]

Inflation could rise by
as much as 4% as post-
Brexit slump hits

INFLATION
Shoppers warned to
brace themselves for
price hikes early next
year

FOOD POISONING
400 hospitals and care
homes putting patients
at risk of food poisoning
with 'shameful’ food
hygiene

VLADIMIR PUTIN
Russia renovates
abandoned Soviet-era
missile bunkers in
Crimea military build-up
as Putin raises stakes
against West

GHOSTS

Halloween reveller
snaps ghostly
apparition of young girl
in disused jail where
terrorists were once
held

PRINCE HARRY
GIRLFRIEND

Prince Harry's 'new
girlfriend' slammed by
own sister who calls her
'shallow narcissist not fit
to be royal'

CRIME
Young man lays
unconscious as he is


http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/inflation-could-rise-much-4-9177488
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/inflation-could-rise-much-4-9177488
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/inflation-could-rise-much-4-9177488
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/shoppers-warned-brace-themselves-price-9177443
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/shoppers-warned-brace-themselves-price-9177443
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/shoppers-warned-brace-themselves-price-9177443
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/shoppers-warned-brace-themselves-price-9177443
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/400-hospitals-care-homes-putting-9177399
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/400-hospitals-care-homes-putting-9177399
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/400-hospitals-care-homes-putting-9177399
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/400-hospitals-care-homes-putting-9177399
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/400-hospitals-care-homes-putting-9177399
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/russia-renovates-abandoned-soviet-era-9177168
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/russia-renovates-abandoned-soviet-era-9177168
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/russia-renovates-abandoned-soviet-era-9177168
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/russia-renovates-abandoned-soviet-era-9177168
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/russia-renovates-abandoned-soviet-era-9177168
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/russia-renovates-abandoned-soviet-era-9177168
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/halloween-reveller-snaps-ghostly-apparition-9177419
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/halloween-reveller-snaps-ghostly-apparition-9177419
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/halloween-reveller-snaps-ghostly-apparition-9177419
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/halloween-reveller-snaps-ghostly-apparition-9177419
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/halloween-reveller-snaps-ghostly-apparition-9177419
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/halloween-reveller-snaps-ghostly-apparition-9177419
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/prince-harrys-new-girlfriend-slammed-9177414
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/prince-harrys-new-girlfriend-slammed-9177414
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/prince-harrys-new-girlfriend-slammed-9177414
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/prince-harrys-new-girlfriend-slammed-9177414
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/prince-harrys-new-girlfriend-slammed-9177414
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/young-man-lays-unconscious-beaten-9176942
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/young-man-lays-unconscious-beaten-9176942
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/inflation-could-rise-much-4-9177488
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/shoppers-warned-brace-themselves-price-9177443
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/inflation
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/400-hospitals-care-homes-putting-9177399
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/food-poisoning
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/russia-renovates-abandoned-soviet-era-9177168
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/vladimir-putin
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/halloween-reveller-snaps-ghostly-apparition-9177419
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/ghosts
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/prince-harrys-new-girlfriend-slammed-9177414
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/prince-harry-girlfriend
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/prince-harry-girlfriend
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/crime

Family of soldier David Clapson who died after benefit sanctions lodge formal demand for inquest - Mirror Online

beaten over head with
crutch in horrifying
street attack

il Most Read In News

— A

Mirrorpix

David Clapson campaign

The move comes as public interest in the issue of sanctions and the benefit | RS

system is heightened by the Ken Loach film, | Daniel Blake. The Mirror has been 1 HOSPITALS

campaigning alongside Mrs Thompson on the issue since 2013. Hospital patient seriously burnt
after 'farting' during cervix

READ MORE surgery and causing laser to

. . ) burst into flames
» Damian Green has never seen |, Daniel Blake - but branded it 'monstrously

unfair anyway 2 MURDER
Hundreds pay tribute to
schoolgirl raped and chopped
David Clapson, a former Lance Corporal in the Royal Signals, died in July 2013 up in bathtub on her 10th

from fatal diabetic ketoacidosis caused by a severe lack of insulin. He had been birthday 'by own family'
unable to keep his insulin at the correct temperature because — following a benefit
sanction following two missed appointments — he had no money to turn on his
fridge. The post-mortem found that his stomach was completely empty.

3 PRIDE OF BRITAIN AWARDS
Emotional Carol Vorderman
thanks man who saved HER
life as she almost died of

“He died with six tea bags, an out-of-date tin of sardines and a can of tomato _
sepsis

soup,” Mrs Thompson said at the time of his death. “There was a pile of CVs next
to his body.” 4 BRAINTEASERS

How dirty is your mind? How
you see this optical illusion will

http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/family-sol dier-david-thompson-who-9173283[02/11/2016 00:34:48]


http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/young-man-lays-unconscious-beaten-9176942
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/young-man-lays-unconscious-beaten-9176942
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/young-man-lays-unconscious-beaten-9176942
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/young-man-lays-unconscious-beaten-9176942
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/hospital-patient-seriously-burnt-after-9167044
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/hospitals
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/hospital-patient-seriously-burnt-after-9167044
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/hospital-patient-seriously-burnt-after-9167044
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/hospital-patient-seriously-burnt-after-9167044
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/hospital-patient-seriously-burnt-after-9167044
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/murder
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/hundreds-pay-tribute-schoolgirl-raped-9162965
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/hundreds-pay-tribute-schoolgirl-raped-9162965
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/hundreds-pay-tribute-schoolgirl-raped-9162965
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/hundreds-pay-tribute-schoolgirl-raped-9162965
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/pride-of-britain-awards
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/emotional-carol-vorderman-thanks-man-9168827
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/emotional-carol-vorderman-thanks-man-9168827
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/emotional-carol-vorderman-thanks-man-9168827
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/emotional-carol-vorderman-thanks-man-9168827
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/brainteasers
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/weird-news/how-dirty-your-mind-how-9174648
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/weird-news/how-dirty-your-mind-how-9174648

Family of soldier David Clapson who died after benefit sanctions lodge formal demand for inquest - Mirror Online
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David Clapson a diabetic former soldier who died in poverty after having his benefits
stopped from missing a job centre appointment

Today, she said: “Although this cannot change things for David, | will continue the
campaign to help prevent further deaths and suffering on the vulnerable and sick
in our society by the use of unjust sanctions.”

The legal submission to the coroner states: “The role played by the imposition of a
benefit sanction in Mr. Clapson’s death, the systems in place to manage the risks
posed by benefit sanctions to those who receive them, and the decision-making of
DWP staff when imposing benefit sanctions on vulnerable and at-risk individuals,
are of wider public importance and are matters of significant public concern.

“These matters have been considered in a number of reviews and reports, which
support Ms. Thompson’s submissions on the strong public interest in this case.”

David Clapson served in Belfast at the height of the troubles before leaving the
army to work for BT. After working for the telecommunications firm for 16 years
and a further eight years for other companies he then became a carer for his sick
mother. When his mother died, he found it difficult to find work, but Mrs Thompson
said he was a proud man who was “the furthest thing you could get from a
shirker”. He also suffered from diabetes.

READ MORE
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» There can be no doubt that benefit sanctions lead to hunger - and foodbanks

o THE GAG VAULT
The Gag Vault - 2nd
When the Department for Work and Pensions sanctioned him for a month, November 2016
stopping his £71.70 Job Seekers Allowance, he was left unable to afford to top up

his electricity key and unable to afford food.

GARTH

Garth - 2nd November
2016

In a letter to David’'s MP, the DWP stated they were “aware Mr Clapson was
insulin dependent”.

In 2014, Mrs Thompson started a petition with Change.org that gained over
200,000 signatures which helped to secure a Parliamentary Select Committee

Inquiry in March 2015. However, the Government rejected the Select Committee \ ZNZY ZAPP -

. . . . ndy Capp - 2n
recommendation that the number of peer reviews into deaths of persons subject to + November 2016
a sanction be made public. m

The Government also rejected Ms Thompson'’s calls for an Independent Review
into David’s death and the deaths of others in similar circumstances and of an
independent body to conduct more reviews into the deaths of those in receipt of
‘working-age’ benefits.

READ MORE

» Sister of ex-soldier who died after benefits were sanctioned launches campaign
to fund private inquest

Merry Varney from the law firm Leigh Day who is representing Ms Thompson in
her fight for an inquest into her brother’s death, said:

“We hope that these submissions will show the Coroner that there is a reason to
suspect that David died an unnatural death and that an investigation should be
opened with a view to holding a full Inquest into the circumstances of David’s
death.

“Inquests and Coronial Investigations play a fundamental role in ensuring 1
preventable or avoidable deaths are identified and that steps are taken to prevent
another tragedy.

“The United Nations recently expressed their concern at the absence of due
process and access to justice in the UK for those affected by the use of sanctions
by the DWP and an Inquest into David’s death would be at least an initial step
towards addressing these grave concerns.”

Mrs Thompson added: “I would like to thank everyone for their overwhelming
support throughout this campaign, and wonderful and heartfelt words of comfort,
without this support we could not hope to make these changes.”
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There can be no doubt that benefit sanctions lead to hunger - and foodbanks - Mirror Online

Karen Debouza has been forced to use a food bank

For Karen Debouza, a woman driven to a foodbank by benefit sanctions, the link
between the two things is so obvious it makes her laugh out loud.

“They are like two sides of the same coin,” she tells me. “Last winter, | had not a
single penny for five months. Can | live on thin air?”

Yesterday, in the face of repeated denials from the government, Oxford University
academics reported the strongest link yet between foodbanks and sanctions.

Until now, people like Karen, 56, have not only been sanctioned and left to starve
— they have been repeatedly told by the government that having their money
stopped isn’'t making them hungry.

Even when claimants like David Clapson, the ex-serviceman who died after being
sanctioned, were found with no food in their body and their cupboards stripped
bare.

READ MORE

» Sister of ex-soldier who died after benefits were sanctioned launches campaign
to fund private inquest

http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/can-no-doubt-benefit-sanctions-9141079[02/11/2016 00:36:03]

Shocking footage of
model striding onto
runway COMPLETELY
NAKED during bizarre
fashion show causes
stir

ENERGY BILLS
Debt crisis looming as
2.5 million households
head into winter owing
money to energy firms

BANK OF ENGLAND
Inflation could rise by

. as much as 4% as post-

Brexit slump hits

INFLATION
Shoppers warned to
brace themselves for
price hikes early next
year

FOOD POISONING
400 hospitals and care
homes putting patients
at risk of food poisoning
with 'shameful' food
hygiene

VLADIMIR PUTIN
Russia renovates
abandoned Soviet-era
missile bunkers in
Crimea military build-up
as Putin raises stakes
against West

GHOSTS
Halloween reveller
snaps ghostly
apparition of young girl
in disused jail where


http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/benefits
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/food-banks
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/politics
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/shocking-footage-model-striding-onto-9177165
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/shocking-footage-model-striding-onto-9177165
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/shocking-footage-model-striding-onto-9177165
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/shocking-footage-model-striding-onto-9177165
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/shocking-footage-model-striding-onto-9177165
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/shocking-footage-model-striding-onto-9177165
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/debt-crisis-looming-25-million-9173072
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/debt-crisis-looming-25-million-9173072
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/debt-crisis-looming-25-million-9173072
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/debt-crisis-looming-25-million-9173072
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/inflation-could-rise-much-4-9177488
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/inflation-could-rise-much-4-9177488
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/inflation-could-rise-much-4-9177488
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/shoppers-warned-brace-themselves-price-9177443
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/shoppers-warned-brace-themselves-price-9177443
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/shoppers-warned-brace-themselves-price-9177443
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/shoppers-warned-brace-themselves-price-9177443
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/400-hospitals-care-homes-putting-9177399
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/400-hospitals-care-homes-putting-9177399
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/400-hospitals-care-homes-putting-9177399
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/400-hospitals-care-homes-putting-9177399
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/400-hospitals-care-homes-putting-9177399
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/russia-renovates-abandoned-soviet-era-9177168
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/russia-renovates-abandoned-soviet-era-9177168
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/russia-renovates-abandoned-soviet-era-9177168
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/russia-renovates-abandoned-soviet-era-9177168
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/russia-renovates-abandoned-soviet-era-9177168
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/russia-renovates-abandoned-soviet-era-9177168
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/halloween-reveller-snaps-ghostly-apparition-9177419
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/halloween-reveller-snaps-ghostly-apparition-9177419
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/halloween-reveller-snaps-ghostly-apparition-9177419
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/halloween-reveller-snaps-ghostly-apparition-9177419
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/sister-ex-soldier-who-died-7494110
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/sister-ex-soldier-who-died-7494110
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/shocking-footage-model-striding-onto-9177165
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/debt-crisis-looming-25-million-9173072
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/energy-bills
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/inflation-could-rise-much-4-9177488
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/bank-of-england
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/shoppers-warned-brace-themselves-price-9177443
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/inflation
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/400-hospitals-care-homes-putting-9177399
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/food-poisoning
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/russia-renovates-abandoned-soviet-era-9177168
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/vladimir-putin
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/halloween-reveller-snaps-ghostly-apparition-9177419
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/ghosts

There can be no doubt that benefit sanctions lead to hunger - and foodbanks - Mirror Online

terrorists were once
held

lain Duncan Smith has refused to admit the link

Now a landmark report by Rachel Loopstra, using Trussell Trust data, suggests
that for every 10 people who get their benefits cut by a Job Centre, five hungry
people seek emergency food aid. In other words, half of those sanctioned end up
at foodbanks.

Karen, who suffers from severe anxiety and depression, hepatitis C and a string of 1 e AL
other health problems, was sanctioned for missing an appointment at her Job Hospital patient seriously burnt
Centre. This was despite the fact she had sent in a doctor’s note. after 'farting' during cervix

surgery and causing laser to

he | | ff the heati i
She lodged an appeal, went to bed, turned off the heating, stopped eating and burst into flames

bathing, and tried to carry on existing while she awaited the decision. For five

months. 2 MURDER
Hundreds pay tribute to

No TV, just one light on,” she says. S oolTlianedandichor et

“It was February. | was freezing, scraping about, terrified to answer the door up in bathtub on her 10th

because of the bailiffs. birthday 'by own family'

"l had no credit on my phone to ring debtors or call the DWP . | fell through the 3 FRIZIE @F BRAN AR

safety net proper — right down into the pit. Emotional Carol Vorderman
thanks man who saved HER

Have your say in the comments below life as she almost died of
sepsis

4 BRAINTEASERS

How dirty is your mind? How
you see this optical illusion will
decide
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Italian Prince crushed to death
cycling outside luxury London
department store when lorry
dragged him under its wheels
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David Clapson was found dead with bare cupboards

“My doctor had to double the dose of my tablets for my blood pressure and
depression.”

Her situation got even worse when an assessment found her “fit for work” —
despite evidence from her GP.

She was told to sign on for Jobseekers Allowance instead of disability benefits, but
she was too frightened.

“It said on the form it was an offence to lie — | knew | wasn't fit for work,” she says.

Last week film director Ken Loach told me: “Hunger is being used as a weapon to
discipline people.”

Karen has never heard of his movie I, Daniel Blake, but her story shares
similarities with those told in the film — against which a right-wing backlash began
this week, suggesting its lead characters aren'’t like “real” benefit claimants.

http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/can-no-doubt-benefit-sanctions-9141079[02/11/2016 00:36:03]

* Recommended On
The Mirror

Simon Cowell admits
he would encourage
son Eric to leave school
at 16 if he wants to

quit

Postman with 'worst
ever case of man flu'
almost dies after 4
heart attacks and falling
into coma

Man 'fleeing cops in
stolen patrol car posts
Facebook live videos of
terrifying 120mph chase
using officer's iPad'

Shocking footage of
model striding onto
runway COMPLETELY
NAKED during bizarre
fashion show causes
stir

Quiz Crossword - 2nd

November 2016

Quick Crossword - 2nd
November 2016


http://www.mirror.co.uk/3am/celebrity-news/simon-cowell-admits-would-encourage-9177567
http://www.mirror.co.uk/3am/celebrity-news/simon-cowell-admits-would-encourage-9177567
http://www.mirror.co.uk/3am/celebrity-news/simon-cowell-admits-would-encourage-9177567
http://www.mirror.co.uk/3am/celebrity-news/simon-cowell-admits-would-encourage-9177567
http://www.mirror.co.uk/3am/celebrity-news/simon-cowell-admits-would-encourage-9177567
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/postman-worst-ever-case-man-9177527
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/postman-worst-ever-case-man-9177527
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/postman-worst-ever-case-man-9177527
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/postman-worst-ever-case-man-9177527
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/postman-worst-ever-case-man-9177527
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/man-fleeing-cops-stolen-patrol-9177433
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/man-fleeing-cops-stolen-patrol-9177433
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/man-fleeing-cops-stolen-patrol-9177433
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/man-fleeing-cops-stolen-patrol-9177433
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/man-fleeing-cops-stolen-patrol-9177433
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/shocking-footage-model-striding-onto-9177165
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/shocking-footage-model-striding-onto-9177165
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/shocking-footage-model-striding-onto-9177165
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/shocking-footage-model-striding-onto-9177165
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/shocking-footage-model-striding-onto-9177165
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/shocking-footage-model-striding-onto-9177165
http://www.mirror.co.uk/play/crosswords/quiz-crossword/quiz-crossword-2nd-november-2016-9171698
http://www.mirror.co.uk/play/crosswords/quiz-crossword/quiz-crossword-2nd-november-2016-9171698
http://www.mirror.co.uk/play/crosswords/quick-crosswords/quick-crossword-2nd-november-2016-9171699
http://www.mirror.co.uk/play/crosswords/quick-crosswords/quick-crossword-2nd-november-2016-9171699
http://www.mirror.co.uk/3am/celebrity-news/simon-cowell-admits-would-encourage-9177567
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/simon-cowell
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/uk-news/postman-worst-ever-case-man-9177527
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/flu
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/man-fleeing-cops-stolen-patrol-9177433
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/police-chases
http://www.mirror.co.uk/news/world-news/shocking-footage-model-striding-onto-9177165
http://www.mirror.co.uk/all-about/youtube
http://www.mirror.co.uk/play/crosswords/quiz-crossword/quiz-crossword-2nd-november-2016-9171698
http://www.mirror.co.uk/play/crosswords/quiz-crossword/
http://www.mirror.co.uk/play/crosswords/quick-crosswords/quick-crossword-2nd-november-2016-9171699
http://www.mirror.co.uk/play/crosswords/quick-crosswords/

There can be no doubt that benefit sanctions lead to hunger - and foodbanks - Mirror Online

Cryptic Crossword -
2nd November 2016

Classic Crossword -
2nd November 2016

NIVIERE/VILLARD/SIPA/REX/Shutterstock

Buck Ryan - 2nd
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Ken Loach says hunger is being used as a weapon

In Karen's case, after three desperate months a DWP worker took pity on her and
— against regulations — gave her a voucher for a foodbank in Brent, North West

London.
The Gag Vault - 2nd

“l broke down in tears the first time | went,” Karen says. “I thought, has it come to November 2016

this? | was so hungry, and here was this box of rice, cereal, soup. It was
heartbreaking.”

It took five months for a tribunal to hear Karen’s case. The appeal took only
minutes to find in her favour and award her benefits money, backdated.

But by then severe damage had been done to her mental health and long-term
financial situation.

Did anyone apologise? “Give over,” Karen says. " E
E s

[l Like Page

Karen had suffered from depression for years, but still managed to work in
factories, as a cleaner and with disabled children.
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There can be no doubt that benefit sanctions lead to hunger - and foodbanks - Mirror Online

But when her condition worsened she became too sick to work.
"l understand why some people commit suicide,” she says.

“You are already depressed and then all this is piling on top of you, breaking you.
The worst thing is | know they sanction people to keep the unemployment figures
down.”

Benefit sanctions were tightened in June 2013 under lain Duncan Smith’s welfare reform
programme.

In the previous six months, 150,000 food parcels were given out by the Trussell
Trust’s foodbanks.

Last year that figure was more than one million. In the face of dogged
campaigning, the number of sanctions issued has reduced dramatically over the
last year. But the government has repeatedly denied the link between sanctions
and foodbank use.

e o=

#_‘ Trinity Mirror

Benefit sanctions are forcing people to use food banks

Confronted with previous statistics at a parliamentary investigation called by Debbie
Abrahams, the Shadow Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, lain Duncan Smith
squirmed in hisinimitable style that “ some of these facts are not absolutely true”.

The DWP still refused to acknowledge the link.

“This report does not provide evidence of a causal link between sanctions rates
and the use of foodbanks,” a spokeswoman said.

“We continue to spend £90billion on working-age benefits to ensure a strong
safety net, providing hardship payments, benefit advances and budgeting loans
for those who need them most. Anyone who disagrees with a decision can
appeal.”

lain Duncan Smith’s DWP refused to admit obvious truths — for example, that
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taking away someone’s money would lead to hunger. It seems Damian Green’s

department will be no different.
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There can be no doubt that benefit sanctions lead to hunger - and foodbanks - Mirror Online

Karen Debouza has been forced to use a food bank

For Karen Debouza, a woman driven to a foodbank by benefit sanctions, the link
between the two things is so obvious it makes her laugh out loud.

“They are like two sides of the same coin,” she tells me. “Last winter, | had not a
single penny for five months. Can | live on thin air?”

Yesterday, in the face of repeated denials from the government, Oxford University
academics reported the strongest link yet between foodbanks and sanctions.

Until now, people like Karen, 56, have not only been sanctioned and left to starve
— they have been repeatedly told by the government that having their money
stopped isn’'t making them hungry.

Even when claimants like David Clapson, the ex-serviceman who died after being
sanctioned, were found with no food in their body and their cupboards stripped
bare.

READ MORE

» Sister of ex-soldier who died after benefits were sanctioned launches campaign
to fund private inquest
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terrorists were once
held

lain Duncan Smith has refused to admit the link

Now a landmark report by Rachel Loopstra, using Trussell Trust data, suggests
that for every 10 people who get their benefits cut by a Job Centre, five hungry
people seek emergency food aid. In other words, half of those sanctioned end up
at foodbanks.

Karen, who suffers from severe anxiety and depression, hepatitis C and a string of 1 e AL
other health problems, was sanctioned for missing an appointment at her Job Hospital patient seriously burnt
Centre. This was despite the fact she had sent in a doctor’s note. after 'farting' during cervix

surgery and causing laser to

he | | ff the heati i
She lodged an appeal, went to bed, turned off the heating, stopped eating and burst into flames

bathing, and tried to carry on existing while she awaited the decision. For five

months. 2 MURDER
Hundreds pay tribute to

No TV, just one light on,” she says. S oolTlianedandichor et

“It was February. | was freezing, scraping about, terrified to answer the door up in bathtub on her 10th

because of the bailiffs. birthday 'by own family'

"l had no credit on my phone to ring debtors or call the DWP . | fell through the 3 FRIZIE @F BRAN AR

safety net proper — right down into the pit. Emotional Carol Vorderman
thanks man who saved HER

Have your say in the comments below life as she almost died of
sepsis

4 BRAINTEASERS

How dirty is your mind? How
you see this optical illusion will
decide

5 CYCLISTS

Italian Prince crushed to death
cycling outside luxury London
department store when lorry
dragged him under its wheels
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David Clapson was found dead with bare cupboards

“My doctor had to double the dose of my tablets for my blood pressure and
depression.”

Her situation got even worse when an assessment found her “fit for work” —
despite evidence from her GP.

She was told to sign on for Jobseekers Allowance instead of disability benefits, but
she was too frightened.

“It said on the form it was an offence to lie — | knew | wasn't fit for work,” she says.

Last week film director Ken Loach told me: “Hunger is being used as a weapon to
discipline people.”

Karen has never heard of his movie I, Daniel Blake, but her story shares
similarities with those told in the film — against which a right-wing backlash began
this week, suggesting its lead characters aren'’t like “real” benefit claimants.
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Ken Loach says hunger is being used as a weapon

In Karen's case, after three desperate months a DWP worker took pity on her and
— against regulations — gave her a voucher for a foodbank in Brent, North West

London.
The Gag Vault - 2nd

“l broke down in tears the first time | went,” Karen says. “I thought, has it come to November 2016

this? | was so hungry, and here was this box of rice, cereal, soup. It was
heartbreaking.”

It took five months for a tribunal to hear Karen’s case. The appeal took only
minutes to find in her favour and award her benefits money, backdated.

But by then severe damage had been done to her mental health and long-term
financial situation.

Did anyone apologise? “Give over,” Karen says. " E
E s

[l Like Page

Karen had suffered from depression for years, but still managed to work in
factories, as a cleaner and with disabled children.
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But when her condition worsened she became too sick to work.
"l understand why some people commit suicide,” she says.

“You are already depressed and then all this is piling on top of you, breaking you.
The worst thing is | know they sanction people to keep the unemployment figures
down.”

Benefit sanctions were tightened in June 2013 under lain Duncan Smith’s welfare reform
programme.

In the previous six months, 150,000 food parcels were given out by the Trussell
Trust’s foodbanks.

Last year that figure was more than one million. In the face of dogged
campaigning, the number of sanctions issued has reduced dramatically over the
last year. But the government has repeatedly denied the link between sanctions
and foodbank use.

e o=

#_‘ Trinity Mirror

Benefit sanctions are forcing people to use food banks

Confronted with previous statistics at a parliamentary investigation called by Debbie
Abrahams, the Shadow Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, lain Duncan Smith
squirmed in hisinimitable style that “ some of these facts are not absolutely true”.

The DWP still refused to acknowledge the link.

“This report does not provide evidence of a causal link between sanctions rates
and the use of foodbanks,” a spokeswoman said.

“We continue to spend £90billion on working-age benefits to ensure a strong
safety net, providing hardship payments, benefit advances and budgeting loans
for those who need them most. Anyone who disagrees with a decision can
appeal.”

lain Duncan Smith’s DWP refused to admit obvious truths — for example, that
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taking away someone’s money would lead to hunger. It seems Damian Green’s

department will be no different.
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DWP-related deaths [2010-2015] « Stop MP lies & propaganda

Human Rights Guides and things Why YOU should vote Dodgy DWP Schemes m_

STOP MP LIES & PROPAGANDA

WHEN MPS GIVE A REASON FOR WANTING SOMETHING — IT'S AN EXCUSE TO SUIT THEIR
OWN ENDGAME.
Search I Search

“The best way to take control over a people and control
them utterly is to take a little of their freedom at a time, / 4
to erode rights by a thousand tiny and almost imperceptible 4@
reductions. In this way, the people will not see those righ

and freedoms being removed until past the point at which’

these changes cannot be reversed" - Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf

Government hates us talking about this agenda because they i
want you to remain 'asleep’ as they pass these laws. ol
B ‘ - ==

Are you seeing a connection yet as your rights are eroded?™
>GAGGING LAW ->POLICING LAW -> SNOOPING LAW "3-'\3-.

HOME » ATOS (AKA OH ASSIST & PERFORME HEALTH) » DWP-RELATED DEATHS [2010-2015]

DWP-related deaths [2010-2015]

Debbie Abrahams talks to Esther McVey (video)

Investigation reveals DWP quality assure their own
processes instead of getting a specialised company
to audit them.

Coroners come out and say DWP caused the deaths
of their clients
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DWP-related deaths [2010-2015] « Stop MP lies & propaganda

These are just some of the people who died since the coalition took office in 2010 in DWP-related circumstances. Some Tories refer to these deaths as
mere statistics. They are real people not numbers. Their names and circumstances of their death should never be forgotten or covered up as one Tory
suggested. | know if | died in a DWP related death I'd want people to see me on this list too. It highlights the wrongdoing which comes right from
the top with policy.

In a new revelation it has come to light that no company is brought in to quality assure DWP procedures. Esther McVey claimed that DWP
procedures were quality assured but this is only something approved bodies can do such as Price Waterhouse Coopers.

Remember voting for who we had in Government from 2010-2015 will mean more deaths. You may be perfectly healthy today but some of you are just
around the corner from sickness, disability or a life-changing illness. Even ex-Tory voters have come forward and admitted they voted Tory until illness
struck them.

Before voting keep the people below in mind and ask yourself if you are a humane person because these deaths need not have happened.

Nick Barker — RIP

FORMER SHEEP FARMER, NICK
BARKER HAD A BRAIN HAEMORRHAGE
WHICH LEFT HIM STRUGGLING TO
WALK. THE FATHER OF TWO SHOT
HIMSELF AFTER THE DWP CLAIMED HE
WAS FIT TO WORK. RECORDING A
SUICIDE VERDICT, CORONER MICHAEL
OAKLEY SAID THE BENEFITS
ASSESSMENT WAS KEY TO THE
TRAGEDY.

Nick’s photo: https://endpropaganda.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/nick_barker_rip.jpg?w=185&h=169
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DWP-related deaths [2010-2015] « Stop MP lies & propaganda

Robert’s photo: https://endpropaganda.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/robert_barlow_rip.jpg?w=145&h=190

o

Chris’ photo: https://endpropaganda.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/chris_cann_rip.jpg
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DWP-related deaths [2010-2015] « Stop MP lies & propaganda

Leanne’s photo: https://endpropaganda.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/leanne_chambers_rip.jpg?w=209&h=177

David Clapson - RIP

Wl

David’s photo: https://endpropaganda.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/dwpdeath.png?w=960
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DWP-related deaths [2010-2015] « Stop MP lies & propaganda

Stephen’s photo: https://endpropaganda.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/stephen_hill_rip.jpg?w=204&h=164

Brian’s photo: https://endpropaganda.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/brian_mcardle_rip.jpg?w=197&h=147
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DWP-related deaths [2010-2015] « Stop MP lies & propaganda

Mark’s & Helen’s photo: https://endpropaganda.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/mark_and_helen_rip.jpg?w=960

Tim’s photo: https://endpropaganda.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/tim_salter_rip.jpg?w=192&h=208
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Mark’s photo: https://endpropaganda.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/mark_scott_rip.jpg?w=960

Karen's photo: https://endpropaganda.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/karen_sherlock_rip.jpg?w=416&h=154

Elenore’s photo: https://endpropaganda.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/elenore_tatton_rip.jpg?w=960

Colin’s photo: https://endpropaganda.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/colin_traynor_rip.jpg?w=960
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DWP-related deaths [2010-2015] « Stop MP lies & propaganda

Mark’s photo: https://endpropaganda.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/mark_wood_rip.jpg?w=960

Linda’'s photo: https://endpropaganda.files.wordpress.com/2014/07/linda_wootton.jpg?w=380&h=142

Remember the DWP perform their tasks at the behest of the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions. Therefore, unless they have not followed the rules
the deaths of these people cannot be considered their fault. The blame lies firmly with the Secret of State for Work and Pensions. All the people listed
died in 2010 onwards when the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions was lain Duncan Smith, a Tory Minister. Please keep this in mind along with the
people above when you next vote.

Here is one attitude to the above deaths:
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DWP-related deaths [2010-2015] « Stop MP lies & propaganda

Andrew Shaw George Duncan Smith: "I'm improving peoples lives, 'm
getting them off benefits and I'm proud of my achievements.”

Below are some of his "achievements’... See Mare

Like - Reply - g5 4 - Yest
E Andrew Shaw Larry Mewman suffered from a degenerative lung

condition, his weight dropping from 10 to 7 stone. Atos awarded him
zero points, he died just three months after submitting his appeal.

Paul Turner, 52 years old. After suffering a heart attack, he was or...
See More
Like - K21 - Yes

ﬁ Chris Terry Mow, do you have a list of all the people the
government's welfare reforms have helped? Why not? It couldnt be
that you're justtrying to score political points off the back of others
personal tragedies now could it?

Like - €3 2 - Yesterday at 07:44

ﬁ Paul Gofi-Deakins Probably not Chris. Victims make much better
ammunition for their gutter tactics than success stories...
Like - 17 hrs

E Andrew Shaw | have a question: Are you sugagesting that if a few
people are helped by this governments welfare reforms, then itis
acceptable that some people die®

Like - 3 hrs
ﬁ Paul Goff-Deakins Cant please everyone.
Like - 53 ming

TORY ATTITUDE TO DWP DEATHS

can harm
your health

About these ads

Share this:
Twitter Facebook Google
Loading...
Related
Scrounging Tories under United Nations Donate to Tories and get your free mug, a Welfare Reform Deaths - Your view
investigation begging email from Grant Shapps In "Corporate Manslaughter"”
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Department for Work and Pensions (DWP)
Central Freedom of Information Team

Our reference: VTR 1116
Date: 30 March 2015

Thank you for your Freedom of Information request received on 21/03/15.
You asked:

In many statements given by Esther McVey in response to questions related
to DWP processes (the most recent being a response to a question by MP
Debbie Abrahams as to how many Peer Reviews where currently in place
related to the death of a claimant where McVey said "All our processes are
quality assured " and that there were 49 Peer Reviews in place).

My question is specific to "Quality Assured Processes". Please would you
kindly confirm those processed are quality assured by company Price
Waterhouse Coopers (PWC)?

If you're not able to name the company would you kindly therefore be able
to confirm that the DWP brings in an outside company to Quality Assure
DWP processes?

No external companies are involved in Quality Assuring DWP processes.

If you have any queries about this letter please contact us quoting the
reference number above.

Yours sincerely,

DWP Central Fol Team

Your right to complain under the Freedom of Information Act

If you are not happy with this response you may request an internal review by e-mailing
freedom-of-information-request@dwp.gsi.gov.uk or by writing to: DWP, Central Fol Team,
Caxton House, Tothill Street, SW1H 9NA. Any review request should be submitted within two
months of the date of this letter.

If you are not content with the outcome of the internal review you may apply directly to the
Information Commissioner’s Office for a decision. Generally the Commissioner cannot make a
decision unless you have exhausted our own complaints procedure. The Information
Commissioner can be contacted at: The Information Commissioner’s Office, Wycliffe House,
Water Lane, Wilmslow Cheshire SK9 5AF

www.ico.org.uk/Global/contact us or telephone 0303 123 1113 or 01625 545745
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STOP MP LIES & PROPAGANDA
WHEN MPS GIVE A REASON FOR WANTING SOMETHING — IT'S AN EXCUSE TO SUIT THEIR

OWN ENDGAME.
Search
K=

“The best way to take control over a people and control
them utterly is to take a little of their freedom at a time, /

to erode rights by a thousand tiny and almost imperceptible
reductions. In this way, the people will not see those righ

and freedoms being removed until past the point at which’
these changes cannot be reversed" - Adolf Hitler, Mein Kampf

Government hates us talking about this agenda because they
want you to remain 'asleep’ as they pass these laws. g
B ' . 5
Are you seeing a connection yet as your rights are eroded?
—->GAGGING LAW ->POLICING LAW -> SNOOPING LAW h '”'3_.

X

HOME » REGRETTED VOTING TORY » THOSE WHO VOTED TORY AND REGRETTED IT

Those who voted Tory and regretted it

o = - ive always voted conservative as did my parents, but having worked
full time for 40 yrs & never claimed a penny in benefits, i was taken very ill 2 yrs ago
& no longer able to work, it has come back to bite me big time, never knew trying to
live on sickness benefit meant living in extreme poverty. soon be time to have to
choose between heat or eat again!
Like - Reply - ¢y 100

Hide 42 Replies

m Philip ‘Radders’ Radwell have you got anyone to go over your finances
with you and assist you?

Like -4 2
r o wish i had never voted for conservative but i like many fell
for the lie that the reason we pay so much tax is to pay for the benefit Follow

scroungers who get loads of benefits, now i need help realise this is not
truel shame on you conservatives keeping people hungry!

Like - ¢4 22
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Those who voted Tory and regretted it « Stop MP lies & propaganda

At 52 | too have voted Conservative for almost all of my life. |
l won't make that mistake EVER again. | had to stop work, during their previous
Thatcher-Major administration, to look after my mother whe was ravaged with
Alzheimer's disease for a decade and found myself penalised by the Tory's even
though | was making up for the shortfall of NHS and social care during their dog-
eat-dog reign. Now | am out of work through disability and chronic ill health and the
song remains the same. The Conservatives are not merely the Nasty Party, they
are the Inhumane & Barbarism Party as they wage a war of fiscal terror on the
domestic market whilst seeking to bomb other nations into submission as though
they haven't yet acclimatised to the loss of Empire.
Like - Reply - &4 2 - 30 September at 20:23

H Frank Mcdonnell They just say "get a job you lazy scrounger”shows
they dont care if your 40 and never worked and your 40 and worked for 20
years. To them toffs your filth
Like - 30 September at 22:02 - Edited

REGRETTED VOTING TORY

all my adult life, but | don't like all the broken promises or a total ignorance of
ordinary peoples’ lives. | am seriously considering UKIP,as are the
aforementioned ex Conservatives.

Like - Replv - .7 - 7 hours aao

. w= Sorry | used to know lots of Conservatives, | even voted for them

REGRETTED VOTING TORY

I'll never vote Tory/Lib Dem again

Perhaps politicians and the tabloids sometimes forget that it’s not only Labour voters who get sick,
become disabled or lose their jobs. When it happens to a Conservative supporter it can come as a
bit of a shock.

“For the first time in my life | do not know who to vote for. After what lan Duncan Smith put me
through | cannot ever vote Tory again, but it is hard making a new choice.”

“Vote this coalition out. | voted conservative for all my life. Never again. | don't trust a word that
comes out of their mouths, especially the DWP and Employment ministers.”

“I would prefer the Downing Street cat to get elected rather than the Conservatives, and, | like many
voted for them in the last election.”

“Our family would never vote for a tory government ever again!”

“l' am in @ Tory marginal. They've lost three votes in this househaold. | am not convinced that Labour -
the only likely alternative - are likely to do anything better. The Bedroom Tax does not apply to me
but as a result of its impact on disabled people | will not be voting Tory again. Neither will | vote for
the Lib Dems who did not have the backbone to stop it. | will be voting tactically in the hope that this
Government will fall and take IDS with them.”

REGRETTED VOTING TORY
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A number of coroners have come out and stated the DWP played a role in the death of their clients. The DWP
have the cheek to say the coroners are wrong — who are you more likely to believe — the professionals whose job
it is to investigate deaths or a Government department with its own agenda?

Coroner Michael Oakley said the DWP benefits assessment was key to the death of Nick Barker. Coroner
Andrew Haigh concluded the death of Tim Salter was mostly caused by the DWP who drastically reduced his
benefit.

Meanwhile these people died under questionable circumstances with the DWP. Cecilia Burns had cancer. The
DWP declared her fit for work. She appealed the decision but died shortly after winning her appeal. Chris
Cann was housebound after losing both legs and a finger. The DWP insisted he exited his home to attend a fit
for work assessment. This shook Chris up badly and he died of a suspected heart attack. Leanne Chambers
had depression for years. The DWP sent her a letter to attend a fit to work assessment. She left the house that
night and her lifeless body was later found in the River Wear. David Clapson died after because he couldn’t
power his fridge to keep his insulin cool after the DWP removed his benefits. DWP responded saying they were
following procedure. David Groves stopped work after a string of strokes and a heart attack. DWP told Atos to
call him in for a fit to work assessment. He died the night before. His widow said he was in a terrible state and
the stress killed him. Stephen Hill suffered heart problems and was waiting for major heart surgery. DWP
declared him fit to work following a ten minute Atos check. He died of a heart attack. Edward Jaqcues fatally
overdosed because he was not given a correct assessment by the DWP an inquest heard. Brian McArdle was
paralysed down one side and couldn’t speak. He died the day after being found fit for work by DWP. Mark
Mullins & Helen Mullins died in an apparent suicide pact after not having the correct access to benefits. There
are many more people like this.

oroners.-blame

for deaths

They may be dead

ot them off henefits
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