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Opinions of Ulama of Deoband regarding Muhammad 

Ibn Abdul-Wahab (RA) and his followers: 

Agreements and disagreements 

A sample of Extreme Bias and Hatred of Arab Ulama! 

By Muadh Khan 

This is one of the first Fatwaas of Deobandi Ulama (I have in my possession) given by Mufti 

Rasheed Ahmed Gangohi (RA) about the Aqeedah of Muhammad In Abdul-Wahab 

 

Mufti Rasheed Ahmed Gangohi (RA) who is one of the founders of Darul-uloom Deoband writes in 

his Fatawa (Fatawa-e-RAsheediya) , “The followers of Muhammad Ibn Abdul-Wahhab are known as 

Wahabees. Their Aqaid are excellent and their Madhab is Hanbali. Although there is harshness in 

their temperament but him and his followers are good except the ones amongst them who have 

exceeded the limit (and therefore) became corrupt but their Aqaid are united. The difference in 

actions is like that of between Hanafi, Shaf’ae, Maliki & Hanbali. 

Maulana Manzoor Naumani (RA) wrote a reply to a query from a student of Madina university 

which was originally published in Al-Furqan magazine as an essay and later published as a book on 

the order of Hadhrat Shaykh Maulana Zakariyya (RA) and sections of the book are reproduced 

below: 
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Maulana Manzoor Naumani (RA) writes in his book (Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Abdul-Wahab Aur 

Hindustan Kay Ulama-e-Haq), “Some of the false accusations and rumours which were infamous in 

the Haramain-Sharefain and being circulated around the world can be read in the books by Shaykh 

Ahmed Zaini Dahlain (Shaf’ae) who was a famous Mufti of Makkah entitled, “Khulasatul-Kalam Fi 

Bayan Umara Baladul-Haram” and “Addurd-Sunniya Fi Radd Alal-Wahabiyya”. Please read the 

following one page (230/volume 2) about Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Abdul-Wahab from “Khulasatul-

Kalam”… 
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When someone enters his (Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Abdul-Wahab ‘s) deen then after the recital of 

the Kalima it is required of him to testify that he was a Kaafir and his parents were a Kaafir and 

died on Kuff’r…And he takes the names of great Ulama of the past and demands that testimony be 

given that they were Kuffar…so the man testifies and then he (Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Abdul-

Wahab) accepts him in his deen otherwise the man is murdered… 

It then goes from bad to funny    

 

 

…Shaykh Ahmed Zaini Dahlain (Shaf’ae) (RA) in the same book “Khulasatul-Kalam “ writes on the 

authority of another  famous Scholar Mufti Shaykh Abdur-Rahman Al-Ahdal (Mufti-Zubaid), “Women 

who accept the Dawah & Maslak of Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Abdul-Wahab, he orders their heads to 

be shaved”… 

Some Deobandi Ulama affected by the propaganda campaign   
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…Maulana Manzoor Naumani (RA) further writes that according to him many Ulama were affected 

by this propaganda and this propaganda was further strengthened by the statements of people like 

Allamah Shaami (RA) and he writes that such was the case of Maulana Hussain Ahmed Madani’s first 

opinion in Ash-Shubus-Thaqib (which he retracted as the book says further)… 

…In the scan above Maulana Manzoor Naumani (RA) further writes, “The Arabs hated Shaykh 

Muhammad Ibn Abdul-Wahab and his followers more then Jews, Christians, Zoroastrians and 

Hindus”…Please note that this is repeated again in the book from the testimony of Maulana Hussain 

Ahmed Madani (RA) after he had spent many years in Madeena and gauged the situation first hand! 

…It is true that the books of Shaykh Ahmed Zaini Dahlain (Shaf’ae) [mentioned previously] and 

other Arab Ulama about the Najdi-Wahabees had reached many learned people (across the 

Islamic world) and indeed they contained many inflammatory  statements as the readers have 

read… 

Specifically about Kitabut-Tawheed & Wahabi Dawah  
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…Maulana Manzoor Naumani (RA) further writes that during the compilation of this essay he reread 

the famous “Kitabut-Tawheed” which is considered to be the foundation of  Shaykh Muhammad Ibn 

Abdul-Wahab’s Dawah (concerning pure Tawheed & following of the Sunnah), Kashfush-Shubuhat, 

his biography and other books about his Dawah and he concludes, “There is no doubt that whoever 

has understood the Dawah of Rausl-ullah (Sallaho Alaihe Wassllam) of pure Tawheed through Quran 

and Sunnah (by the Tawfeeq granted by Allah (SWT)) and hates Bidah and Shirk (and its various 

forms and manifestations)  as a true believer should, would agree (in principle) with the Dawah of 

Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Abdul-Wahab. There is no doubt that some things will appear harsh and 

people of knowledge will differ and disagree on some details (as it is their right)… 

Allamah Shami (RA)’s declaration of Wahabees being Khawarij  
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…Maulana Manzoor Naumani (RA) further writes that the Fatwa of Allamah Shami (RA) that 

Wahabees are Khawarij is also written after being affected by propaganda as it is clear from Allamah 

Shami (RA)’s statement “…And the followers of Abdul-Wahab…” i.e. Allamah Shami (RA) thinks that 

Wahabees were followers of Abdul-Wahab rather then Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Abdul-Wahab  

Retraction of Maulana Hussain Ahmed Madni (RA)  

 

…Maulana Manzoor Naumani (RA) further writes that I remember reading in my childhood in a 

newspaper that Hadhrat Maulana Hussain Ahmed Madani (RA) had written, “…I had written 

originally in Ash-Shubus-Thaqib due to allegations which were famous at the time, after reading 

their books I have come to know that those allegations were false… 

The newspaper was printed in 1925 and this retraction was also published in Maulvi Hafidh Azizud-

Deen Muradabadi (RA)’s book entitled, “Akmalul-Bayan” on the authority of the newspaper 

“Zameendar, Lahore”  

Disagreement of the Deobandees in the methodology of Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Abdul-Wahab 

(RA)  
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…After categorically stating that there is a lot of resemblance between the Dawah of Shah Ismael 

Shaheed (RA) & Shaykh Muhammad Ibn Abdul-Wahab and in principle Deobandi Ulama agreeing 

with the Dawah, Maulana Manzoor Naumani (RA) has dedicated a few pages to highlight the 

differences of the deobandi Ulama and their predecessors (Shah Ismael Shaheed (RA), Syed Ahmed 

Shaheed (RA) with them and they are summarised as: 

1) Although they consider it Mustahab & Sunnah (even one of the best of deeds) to visit the 

beloved-grave of Rasul-ulah (Sallaho Alaihe Wassllam), but according to the Hadeeth (La 

Tashadur-Rehaal) and the famous Maslak of Shaykhul-Islam Ibn Taymiyaah (RA) & Ibnul-

Qayyim (RA) they don’t consider it permissible to travel to Madinah specifically for the 

intention of Ziyarah, while our Akabir say that two separate and distinct intentions (i.e. 

Ziyarah and praying in Masjidun-Nabawi) should be made… 

2) They categorically consider Tawassul (through the prophet and Auliya) impermissible while  

our Akabir consider it impermissible…(This is a very detailed point in the book and 

understand it from the Ulama and it is not as clear-cut as our Akabir categorically consider 

it permissible)   

3) They consider asking for intercession (after Ziyarah) from Rasul-ulah (Sallaho Alaihe 

Wassllam) impermissible (even Shirk), while our Akabir although in principle agree with 

them but differ in the details as they believe that intercession of any person, angel, prophet 

will not be allowed save what is permitted by Allah (SWT); so in manifestation this is 

dependent upon the will and consent of Allah (SWT) 

4) They categorically disagree with using certain ways of Ista’anah & Istaghatha (as used in 

poetry) and consider it “Shirk” while our Akabir permit this in certain conditions i.e. the 

person has sound Aqeedah, and not only doesn’t consider Rasul-ullah (Sallaho Alaihe 

Wassallam) Hazir-Nazir,  Aalimul-Ghaib or Mutassarif  but considers all of those as “Shirk” 

and this is how our Akabir interpret the Qaseeda (Burda) and poetry of Maulana Jami 

(RA)…And any of the conditions stated are present then there is no doubt it is also 

considered Shirk by our Akabir but the followers of the Shaykh don’t go into such details… 

5) They do Takfeer of the ones who don’t pray Salah regularly while our Akabir consider them 

extremely sinful and utter transgressors (but not out of Islam)  

Nevertheless none of the these differences can be based upon to throw the other group out of 

Islam or even outside the fold of Ahlus-Sunnah 

Praise of Hadhrat Shaykh Maulana Zakariyya (RA)  
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This essay was originally serialised in Al-Furqan magazine and when it reached Hadhrat Shaykh 

Maulana Mohammad Zakariyya (RA) in Madina he immediately wrote, “This whole essay should be 

published in a book-form as soon as possible and I am the advance buyer of 500 copies, 250 of them 

to be sent to me in Madina while the other 250 to be sent to Saharunpur… 

Praise of Qari Tayyib  (RA), Princple of Darul-uloom Deoband  
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…This essay is a dream come true as I have been asking for years for respected Maulana to consider 

this subject and write something to narrow the gap between two sincere groups who are both 

servants of Islam, supporters and protectors of Tawheed & Sunnah, the group which has been 

produced due to misinformation, misunderstanding and rumour-mongering.  

…Indeed there is no disagreement between these two Jamaats (in principle) and much resemblance 

in Maslak and thinking… 

 

I know that people are bound to agree or disagree 

violently so please READ THE WHOLE BOOK YOURSELF 

before issuing Fatwaas because there is a chance that 

I may have mistranslated or misunderstood 

something!  

 


