
The Two Witnesses 
 What we know about them 

At the start of the 1st half of Tribulation, two 

individuals will preach the gospel of Jesus 

Christ, teach prophecy, condemn the Antichrist 

and False Prophet, and perform miracles in the 

city of Jerusalem. They will be allowed 1260 

days (3 ½ years) to do so. The scriptures 

of Revelation 11: 3-6 outline their work. 

 

“And I will give power to my two witnesses, 

and they will prophesy for 1,260 days, clothed 

in sackcloth. These are the two olive trees and 

the two lamp stands that stand before the Lord 

of the earth. If anyone tries to harm them, fire 

comes from their mouths and devours their 

enemies.  

This is how anyone who wants to harm them 

must die. These men have power to shut up the 

sky so that it will not rain during the time they 

are prophesying; and they have power to turn 

the waters into blood and to strike the earth 

with every kind of plague as often as they 

want.” (Revelation 11:3-6) 

 two witnesses into Heaven will be happen pub-

lically in front of crowds of people. One can 

assume, in today’s age of instant communica-

tion via satellite TV and internet, the resurrec-

tion and ascension of these two witnesses will 

be seen by millions and millions all over the 

world. 

Revelation 11:11-12 

“But after the three and a half days a breath of 

life from God entered them, and they stood on 

their feet, and terror struck those who saw 

them. Then they heard a loud voice from 

heaven saying to them, "Come up here." And 

they went up to heaven in a cloud, while their 

enemies looked on.” 

 

Soon after the rapture of the two witnesses into 

Heaven, a terrible earthquake will destroy 1/10 

of Jerusalem and 7,000 people will be killed. 

The survivors who were not killed will turn to 

God for forgiveness. Their repentance comes 

near the end of the bowl judgments, offering 

encouragement in the midst of the world’s 

greatest horror. 

Revelation 11:13 

“At that very hour there was a severe earth-

quake and a tenth of the city collapsed. Seven 

thousand people were killed in the earthquake, 

and the survivors were terrified and gave glory 

to the God of heaven.” 

 

 For more information please go to our website 

at http://christ-education.blogspot.com.au 

Revelation 11:7 

“Now when they have finished their testimony, 

the beast that comes up from the Abyss will 

attack them, and overpower and kill them. 

After their death, the bodies of the two wit-

nesses will be left unburied on the streets of 

Jerusalem for 3½ days as a macabre and omi-

nous warning for all to see.”  

In Biblical time, leaving a body unburied like 

this was one of the worst means of defiling and 

disrespecting someone who has died. In re-

sponse to their murder, which brings an end to 

the droughts and plagues caused by the wit-

nesses, their slayings will be greeted with 

much rejoicing throughout the world.  

The very clear picture we have here is of two 

Old Testament prophets sent back to Earth by 

God who are ridiculed, spat upon, killed and 

defiled by the very people they were assigned 

to minister to (Revelation 11:10). 

Revelation 11:8-10 

“Their bodies will lie in the street of the great 

city, which is figuratively called Sodom and 

Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified. For 

three and a half days men from every people, 

tribe, language and nation will gaze on their 

bodies and refuse them burial. The inhabitants 

of the earth will gloat over them and will cele-

brate by sending each other gifts, because 

these two prophets had tormented those who 

live on the earth.” 

 

Just like Jesus, in the same city of Jerusalem, 

the two witnesses will be raised from the dead. 

Their mission completed. The ascension of the  
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It’s clear the Two Witnesses will not be your 

average evangelists. They will be given by 

God supernatural powers to protect themselves 

with fire from their mouths as well as control 

over environmental conditions and the ability 

to bring plagues against the world whenever 

they want. 

Their choice of clothing, sack cloths, is inter-

esting and highly symbolic. Sack cloths could 

indicate humbleness, simplicity or an ominous 

warning to the non-Christians left behind of 

the coming danger, distress, humiliation and 

sorrow that is about to be unleashed by God’s 

Judgments, Antichrist and False Prophet. 

The Men and Their Mission 

There are three primary viewpoints on the 

identity of the two witnesses in Revelation 

11:3-12: (1) Moses and Elijah, (2) Enoch and 

Elijah, (3) two unknown believers whom God 

calls to be His witnesses in the end times.  

(1) Moses and Elijah are seen as possibilities 

for the two witnesses due to the witnesses' 

power to turn water into blood (Revelation 

11:6), which Moses is known for (Exodus 

chapter 7), and their power to destroy people 

with fire (Revelation 11:5), which Elijah is 

known for (2 Kings chapter 1). Also giving 

strength to this view is the fact that Moses and 

Elijah appeared with Jesus at the transfigura-

tion (Matthew 17:3-4). Further, Jewish tradi-

tion expected Moses and Elijah to return in the  

future. Malachi 4:5 predicted the return of 

Elijah, and the Jews believed that God’s prom-

ise to raise up a prophet like Moses 

(Deuteronomy 18:15,18) necessitated his re-

turn. 

(2)Enoch and Elijah are seen as possibilities 

for the two witnesses because they are the two 

individuals whom God has taken to heaven 

apart from experiencing death (Genesis 5:23;2 

Kings 2:11). The fact that neither Enoch or 

Elijah have experienced death seems to qualify 

them to experience death and resurrection, as 

the two witnesses experience (Revelation 11:7-

12). Proponents of this view claim that He-

brews 9:27 (all men die once) disqualifies 

Moses from being one of the two witnesses, as 

Moses has died once already (Deuteronomy 

34:5). However, there are several others in the 

Bible who died twice—e.g., Lazarus, Dorcas, 

and the daughter of the synagogue ruler—so 

there is really no reason why Moses should be 

eliminated on this basis. 

(3) essentially argues that Revelation chapter 

11 does not attach any famous identity to the 

two witnesses. If their identities were Moses 

and Elijah, or Enoch and Elijah, why would 

Scripture be silent about this? God is perfectly 

capable of taking two "ordinary" believers and 

enabling them to perform the same signs and 

wonders that Moses and Elijah did. There is 

nothing in Revelation 11 that requires us to  

assume a "famous" identity for the two wit-

nesses. 

Which view is correct? The possible weakness 

of (1) is that Moses has already died once, and 

therefore could not be one of the two wit-

nesses, who die, which would make Moses a 

contradiction of Hebrews 9:27. Proponents of 

(1) will argue that all of the people who were 

miraculously resurrected in the Bible (e.g., 

Lazarus) later died again. Hebrews 9:27 is 

viewed, then, as a "general rule," not a univer-

sal principle. There are no clear weaknesses to 

view (2), as it solves the "die once" problem, 

and it makes sense that if God took two people 

to heaven without dying, Enoch and Elijah, it 

was to prepare them for a special purpose. 

There are also no clear weaknesses to view (3). 

All three views are valid and plausible inter-

pretations that Christians can have. The identi-

ties of the two witnesses is an issue Christians 

should not be dogmatic about. 

Malachi 4:5 

"See, I will send you the prophet Elijah before 

that great and dreadful day of the Lord comes.” 

Although God will give The Two Witnesses 

the ability to protect themselves supernatu-

rally, their time on Earth will be finite and has 

already been predetermined by God to be only 

3 ½ years. After their pre-determined 3 ½ 

years on Earth prophesying, God will remove 

his protection and they will be killed by the 

Antichrist. 
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