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One Dayton Centre
One South Main Street
Suite 260

Dayton, OH 45402

Tel: (937)223-6323
Fax: (937)223-9750

MIAMI VALLEY TTY/TDD 800-759-0750
REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION WWW.mvrpc.org
MEMORANDUM

To: Board of Directors

From: MVRPC Staff

Date: November 27, 2012

Subject: Recommendation for MVRPC Regionally Controlled CMAQ funds

On November 14th, the Director of ODOT informed the Executive Directors of Ohio’s MPOs that
ODOT had implemented a new policy in regards to the Ohio Statewide Discretionary
Congestion Mitigation/Air Quality (CMAQ) Program. This policy withdraws the CMAQ project
selection authority from MPOs such as MVRPC. As indicated in the attached guidance, the
authority to select and manage CMAQ projects will be the responsibility of a committee
comprised of representatives from Ohio MPOs and ODOT staff. Project selection would occur
on a statewide, as opposed to a region-wide, basis.

As you know, MVRPC staff recently completed solicitation for new STP and CMAQ projects.
Based upon current MVRPC CMAQ projected balances, all new CMAQ project requests would
have been recommended for your approval in March. Presented with this information, TAC
recommended not waiting until March for joint approval with the STP projects and that the Board
approve all new CMAQ applications for funding now. Project sponsors could then begin
working with ODOT staff to program the new CMAQ projects. As the new Ohio Statewide
Discretionary CMAQ Program is developed over the next six months (see attached guidance),
the Statewide Committee will need to address all prior CMAQ funding commitments.

The attached table shows the CMAQ projects recommended for funding with MVRPC’s
regionally controlled funds. Upon Board approval, project sponsors will be notified and then
asked to meet with MVRPC staff and ODOT District Office staff to determine a detailed project
scope and an anticipated project development schedule. Based upon this determination, a final
funding year will be recommended for official incorporation into the MVRPC TIP.

Attachments:
=  Ohio MPO Statewide Discretionary CMAQ Program Guidance

= CY2012 Recommended CMAQ Projects Summary
= Resolution approving the recommended list of CY2012 CMAQ projects
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Ohio MPO Statewide Discretionary CMAQ Program

Initiative Description
The purpose of this initiative is to transition the existing separate Large Metropolitan Planning
Organization’s (MPO) CMAQ Programs into a Statewide CMAQ Discretionary Program managed
through a committee comprised of representatives from Ohio MPOs and ODOT staff. The
Statewide CMAQ Committee will be recognized as the Ohio Program Manager for annual
allocations of CMAQ Discretionary Program budget. Program Manager responsibilities will
include:
e Establishing Statewide CMAQ, Discretionary Program policies, practices, and procedures
documentation, including project scoring and selection criteria
e Conducting project solicitation processes
e Scoring and prioritizing project requests
e Establishing multi-year programs of projects within available annual budget estimates
e Monitoring the development and award of annual programs of Statewide CMAQ
Discretionary Program projects

Initiative Rationale

ODOT's goal is to maximize the annual number of CMAQ project awards with available annual
CMAQ budget. Currently, some Ohio Large MPOs do not have a sufficient guantity of CMAQ
eligible projects to fully utilize their entire annual CMAQ budget, while other MPOs do hot have
sufficient CMAQ budgets to advance all of their CMAQ eligible projects. As a result, CMAQ,
funds are not being utilized to their fullest. Combining the individual MPO CMAQ programs
into a statewide focused discretionary program will more quickly advance eligible projects,
make more effective use of CMAQ budgets and eliminate unnecessary delays in improving air
guality.

Transition Schedule

November 2012 Meet with the Executive Directors of Ohio’s 17 MPOs to announce the
transition
January 2013 Establish Ohio MPO Statewide Discretionary CMAQ Program committee

membership

July 2013 Develop and document program guidance, procedures, and project
scoring/selection criteria

December 2013 Publish the Statewide SFY 2014-2018 Discretionary CMAQ Program
commitments
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ODOT goals for the Statewide Discretionary CMAQ Program:

e 0Ohio’s eight large (> 200k pop) MPOs will collaboratively establish and manage a
Discretionary CMAQ Program focused on selecting, monitoring the development of, and
awarding multi-year programs of CMAQ projects

e A committee comprised of representatives from the eight MPOs will serve as the
Program Manager for this program

¢ Existing SIB loans from the large MPO CMAQ program must be covered by the
committee before additional commitments are made

e The program will focus on the implementation of regionally significant projects that will
assist Ohio air quality areas in meeting and maintaining the national ambient air quality
standards (NAAQS)

e The program will focus on maximizing annual project awards within available annual -
budget

¢ The project selection process will include development of a reservoir of
projects representing 25% of the average annual budget amount

e The program will maintain a minimal {< 10%) annual budget carry forward
balance

¢ The MPOs’ Program Management focus will be to award annual programs of projects on
budget, on schedule, and within scope
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RESOLUTION
APPROVING THE RECOMMENDED LIST OF
CY2012 CMAQ PROJECTS

WHEREAS, the Miami Valley Regional Planning Commission is designated as the Metropolitan
Planning Organization (MPO) by the Governor acting through the Ohio Department of
Transportation in cooperation with locally elected officials for Greene, Miami and Montgomery
Counties including the jurisdictions of Carlisle, Franklin and Springboro in Warren County; and

WHEREAS, the MVRPC Board serves as the policy and decision making body through which
local governments guide the MPQO's transportation planning process for the Dayton Metropolitan
Area; and

WHEREAS, all Federally funded transit and hig hway improvements within Greene, Miami and
Montgomery County mu st be in cluded in the r egion's Transportation Improvement Program
(TIP) prior to the expenditure of Federal funds; and

WHEREAS, the Miami Valley Regional Planning Commission has so licited for projects for the
CMAQ funding program; and

WHEREAS, the Miami Valley Regional Planning Commis sion has developed a recommended
list of projects and requests Board approval to fund the list of projects.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Miami Valley Regional Planning Commission’s
Board of Directors here by approves the reco mmended list of CMAQ projects fo r funding as
shown on the attached table.

BY ACTION OF THE Miami Valley Regional Planning Commission’s Board of Directors.

Donald R. Spang Michael Beamish, Chairperson
Executive Director B oard of Directors of the
Miami Valley Regional Planning Commission

Date
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