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The articles in this publication are written bywlioraee trying t
find their measure in God. These women are seeking God'
instead of trying to fiatlie in the world's eyié®wy are no longel
satisfied with the world's opinion; they want to know God's |

Once we allow God to memeur lives, we finally discover
acceptance that lasts no matter how many times we stumb!
God measures us with His grace, love and mercy. We are |
cherished daughters, amdmeasure is not based on our
accomplishments....it's based olkMdisre free to be ourselves
because we allow God to define us.

"For the Lord is the Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the Lo
is freedom" (2 Corinthians 3.17 NLT).

Alisa Hope Wagner
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"You never did tell me why you made that decision," he sa

completely out of the blusared at him in disbeliéds hearing

i correctly? The decision he was talking about wasn't somet
'in fact it was quite a while BAgky bring it up now?

_ '« For just a moment the old anger, hurt and resentment rose
= The reasons and explanation regarding my decsibedrmad
‘ explained, discussed, dissected and discarded by others a

including himid | want to even try to explain again? Yet, | v
. “be understoodlwanted to know that somebody saw my side
% wanted validation that my decision wigbttoae.

"The innate desire to defend myself battled fiercely with the voice of the holy spirit spea
heart.

"Be still, the battle is not yours."

| sat quietly, almost frozen in that moment for what seemed like a long tinvealsudniyrealit
secondsWhy is it that | have trouble rememberirigftea?ry to fight my own battles and et
with unnecessary battle scars in the pigssan't | just automatically trust Him to fight m
As | thought about it, thenan was not really complicht®dnt immediate justice, validation, |
endings with no loose elilg.unfortunately, life is not perfect and often not fair...

Then finally, almost unconsciously two words came softly out 6Goy kmowuth,

| said it again more asserti\@bd knows."

As | said it, | sat back with a sigh ofl rgdieé the desire to be understood to God.

"The Lord is watching everywhere,
keeping his eye on both the evil and the Bomaerbs 15:3 (NLT

Truly God does kndlething we do is a surprise to him.
God knows the whole matter.

God knows what was said and what was done.

God knows who's wrong and who's right.

God knows my side, your side, their side and the unbiased truth.

God knows tisack story that no one else is pride tcnows the heart of a matter.




Some decisions that we make will never make sense in the natural. There will always b
that they are more qualified to make decisions about our lives thitarweuamecisions may
second guessed and disse¢tedever the important thing to know is that you make your |
decisions after much prayer and communication with God.

"Trust in the Lord with all your heart;
do not depend on your owarstahding.
Seek his will in all you do,
and he will show you which path to tBkeverbs 3% (NLT)

The true measure of a woman shows when she allows God's peace to fill her heart eve
difficult situations shines forth her trust and confidence in God.

~ Bernadine Mclintosh

Bernadine is a thirty something single lady who loves life, loves to la
her LordShe has a passion for ministry to young ladies and seeks to
to Jesus Christ, the a® captured her heart as a teenager. Bernadin
often be found curled up reading a book or writing in one. You can fi
personal blofgeping it Real Girl Taild she's a montldptcbutor aaced
With Grace
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| Some Will Say

When a woman startstheming and the day starts passing by,

She looks at all that's on her list while minutes start to fly.

\With all the tasks she has to do and all she's asked to choose,

M Measuring her worth is hard. What standard should she use?
Opinions seem to strikethrough her eye gate and her ears,

And challenges take new forms as she measures out her years.
Some will try to tell her count her value by her miles,

Some will tell her she can rest when she produces smiles.
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Some will try to tell her thahskds to build net worth.

Some will say she's modern if she's linked to mother Earth.
Some will say she's made it if she gathers more degrees.

Some will say she's valuable if all her features please.

Some will say she's found success when peopés kaove.

Some will say her life counts when her skill has earned her fame.
Some will say that she's arrived when juggling all these things.
Some will say she matters when accomplishments she brings.
But when the Father measures all His girlss tHe'smaised,

A woman who has known Him is the one whom He will praise.

It won't be all the things she's done or beauty she's displayed.

It won't be all the laud she earned from clubs or blogs she made.
It won't be for the works she did or shengxeived.

It won't be for a perfect home, no blemishes perceived.

Instead she will be measured as her heart has loved Him best,
Her value in the following and finding in Him rest.

And He'll pronounce her precious, for her hope in Him was stored

To count for all eternity her measureless reward.
And so we have permission to let go of standards dim,
When measuring our life is done by steps we take with Him.

~ Julie Sanders

Julie is a pastor's wife, mom, women's ministry diezctorgvigible



teacher who is so thankful for God's divine intervention in her life through 20 years of m
two continents she's called h8imeloves to teach God's Word and write about how His pe
each dayCheck out Julie's asihdaily bloGome Have Peaesd her Marriage Mondays for r
encouragement and info.
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5 Ibs of Grace

| had been avoiding the scale for several weeks, but | finally de
weigh myself and account for the damage. Yep, | had gained &
weight always fluctuates. | think it enjoys makaty hagppy or sad
based on its movements; it likes to show off its control over me

Normally when | gain weight, | focus all my attention and effort
unwanted pounds. | lose all my peace and joy, and every aspe
daily life is affectduindetermined to lose the weight at all cost.

As my mind started its downward spiral of negative and distrac
thoughts, God told me, "They don't make a difference."

"What?" | asketlwas really tired of this cycle, and | was willing t
what Gotlad to say.

"Those 5 Ibs you are worrying about make absolutely no difference in your life. They do
people see you, they don't affect your health and they don't affect your destiny. They ar

After God gave me the truth alydoitbs, | finally found freedatian't want to waste my energ
over a few pounds because I'm busy domggthings that have purpdde; would | misuse my
time on something that is insignificattfght as a feather, though | was 5iles' hea

In my new found freedom, | got dressed. | didn't even worry about the fact that my jeans
snugger around my w&ace my mind was freed up to think about more important things
focusing on God's promises foMyéioughtastantly started exploring what | needed to do
for God to finally fulfill His plan in my life.

God said almost cheekily, "They don't make a difference.”

"What?" | asketf.God had more freedom for me, | wanted it.

During my entire adigi lihave struggled with trying to humble myself more, trying to learr
to shed more sin, trying to focus on God more. I've wanted to do everything in my powe

to God that | was ready to receive His promises. Withauttkwoging was basing God's prc
on what | was doing.
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God said, "Nothing you could ever do would make you deserve the promises that | have
promises will always be too great for you to achieve. | give them freely to you laenaarse
because I love you."

Talk about freedom! All my efforts could never secure God's blessings, so | can quit wol
proving myself all the time. God blesses me because of what He has done, not whiat | h
need to do is focus onigtain God's will. If I am in the center of His purpose, God will acc
plans for mésimply need to cooperate with Him.

| also realized that God gives all of us 5 Ibs M/peacgou look at an imperfect woman and
why she's gettibtpssed, just remember that she has 5 Ibs of grace. And thdmayoe.gbgsu
see your imperfections and wonder how God could ever bless you, just remember that (
grace for you too. All of us make mistakes. None of us debdgssii@pd'don't care how perf
you are or how perfect you think she is. Our efforts are meaningless compared to God's
deserve death if It wasn't for Christ!

Christians can claim God's grace, and that is why we can bolitisoge'tGtthas an amazir
for us, and He gives it to us freely. We just have to baray/aildinkgp receive iEinally, 5 Ibs w
can all rejoice about!

"For it is by grace you have been saved, threaggh flaishnot from yourselviesthe gift of Ged
not by works, so that no one can boast" (EpheSiaitg)2.8

Alisa has a Ggiven passion to write, and she loves to writt
what the Holy Spirit is currently teaching her. She is the fo
Granola Bar Devotional Writing Mintgtly helps publish and
share women's fasthryShe writes Christian meditations on
personsal websitegith Imagine®he is also a contributing for
Internet Caf&he and her husband lead a church homegrol
enjoy homeshooling their three children.
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How Do You Measure a Woman
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'Measure' defined means a unit or standard of measure
extent, dimensions, quantity of something; any standar
comparisomstimation, or judgment; and so on. Some of
synonyms are model, example, scope, portion, scale, te
pattern, and gauge.

So, how do you measure a woman?

*By how tall she is?

*By the size of her brain?
*By the size of her gloves?
*By the size odhshoes?

Well, yes and no. Proverbs 31 is always the standard against which a woman (or wife) i
worth being far above rubies, so it says.

But how do you measure that?

*By the love for her in the eyes of her family and friendaegsuicahow tall she is.

*By the scope of her thoughts, words, and prayers, you can measure the size of her bre
*By the extent of her giving and doing for others, you can measure the size of her glove
*By where and how she walks, you can measzesofiteer shoes.

| guess if we went by that, a valuable woman would then be very tall, have a very large
large hands and feet. Well, | know that sounds silly, but not if you apply it spiritually.

| love this quote: "The measurearhanis character is not what she gets from her ancestor
she leaves her descendents.” ~ unknown

So, how large am I, spiritually that is? How do | measure up to all this? How do | leave 1
my sons those values and characteretsiag tltem to have? How do | make my husband ar
proud of me and not bring shame to them?

To be and do all that is necessary, my life must mirror one pattern, one example, one si
Bible!

Other than the character traits of Provd?hsildisted several other traits when he wrote to
"The older women likewise, that they be reverent in behavior, not slanderers, not given
teachers of good thintgmat they admonish the young women to love their husbanes, to lo
children, to be discreet, chaste, homemakers, good, obedient to their own husbands, th
God may not be blasphemed." (THuSE.BV)

All this, plus grace, strength, and faith, was passed on to me by my mother ...so whatya
children? How do they see me? How do others see me? How tall am | to them?



What are you passing on to your children? What is your measure?

How do you measure a woman? By Jesus!

~ Lynn Mosher

Born and raised in a Christian home in KentodWpshgn has been a belil A\

since the age of 11. Lynn lives with her husband of 44 years in their e}
Kentucky. On occasion, the three offspring, who have flown the coop,
accompanied by a lovablaersemwv, daught@rlaw, anchtee precious
granddaughters. During this time, the Lord placed the desire in her hgj
Him. She now writes in obedience and, in addition to devotionals and ||
writings, which can be found on héfdaldong Homshe is putting the final
touches on her first book.

Home

Who Are These Kids And Why Are They Calling Me Mom?

"And do not forget to do good and to share with others, for with :

WHO ARE sacrifices God is pleased.” (Hebrews 13:16 NIV)
THESE KIDS &

WHY ARE THEY

CALLING ME With all the busyness in this fast paced world, it can become inc

difficult to get alone with God. And when you're raising a family,
minutes of time alone with God can be slim to none. If you're lik
like to worship God with your eyes closed and tune the rest of tf
SO to speak, so you can gogey®ur full attention.

A few years ago, my 'alone' time with God consisted of going ug
¥ bedroom, shutting the door, and completely ignoring my dearly |
_ children's relentless banging on the door to get my attention (the
teenagers at thedimso no need to call Social Services)-Tkom
starving, and there's nothing here to eat.” "Mom, it's my turn for
computer and they won't get off.” "Mom..." Well, you get the picture.

Ofcourse, | would lay down the law beforédlamhe is to bother me under any circumstan
need my God time so | don't kill all of you!" But none of that did any good. | would be in
prayers, when | would have to stop to feed, thengopichildren, or break up World War llI.
when | would finally get back upstairs to God, | could no longer feel His presence. So | \
kids "Now look what you-giou scared God away!"

| think the reason | need to have Goohgdldlf is because | grew up in a family of nine child
at times it was a real battle to have anything for myself. There were always other peopl¢
to share with. There were times at the dinner table where we had to draw oudevaamEis
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enough food to eat. | remember on one occasion, my parents bought a gallon of ice cre
for our ice cream cones, and then | wittingly watched as my brothers and sisters furious
cones like they were in an 'atlayogat’ competition; while I, with great wisdom and determ
licked mine slowly to make it last, thinking | would win the title as the dairy queen (pun i
joke was on me. They all ran back to the kitchen and received semihddosmedumine anc
ran to the kitchen for another one, only to learn the ice cream was all gone.

As | meditated on Hebrews 13:16, | came to the realization that this scripture wasn't ne«
of material goods, but sharing the love ©hGade, it's easy to say to your neighbor "God Ic
you." No, there has to be more to this. Beyond reaching into your designer jean pockets
way to share God's love with humility and selflessnesstcieariokind of way. | readiyldn't
see how that would be accomplished by locking myself in my room, closing my eyes an
world.

One day as | was driving alone in my car, my thoughts drifted off to something | had hei
evangelist say regarding a dreantbdad. He dreamt that he was in heaven, and there w
thousands of people lined up before the throne, waiting to see God. The thought of hav
amount of time to see God alarms me. So | said to Him, "God? When | get to mnéxevahlen
to be alone with You?" And right then and there | felt as though God was saying, "You'r:
right now, but please don't worship me with your eyes closed when you're driving!"

~ Deborah Erdmann

Deborals first and foremost a fridr@odShe is also a wifiepther anc
grandmother. God has called Deborah to write humorous devoti
book is currently in the makings &le» a featured wiibether local
newspapecpntributing articles on coffee and God, with thedrsduok
humor. Deborah has 3 blog sites, each with a specific purpose t
GodHeavenly Hunisther main blog, where she shares her heart
humorMarkings in the Wasal place to go for solitude and rest in (
Presence. Amtbetry and Paradisevhere she dabhbilepoetry

Home

| Dot. Dot. Dot.
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If you are Wlama Mimovie fan like me, you probably rerr
the opening scene where the daiggfgading the mom's
journal. The mom wrote about some boy she met and v
wonderful evening they had. Then she followed the sto
"Dot. Dot. Dot."

In our English grammar an ellipsis [ ... ] proves to be a
device when you want to omitwonas. It's like saying "ar
on" or "you get the picture.” Of course, we all know tha
were only one dot that would be a period. We are all fa
the period, which means that's the end of the staidrmen
End(period).

o
:

LLx

Enough abb&nglish grammbve been thinking quite a bit about the ellipsis and period in
think | always want to describe myself as mom (period) or author (period). | want a title
me to others. Wife (period). What is the tgke?ydow do you describe yourself?

What I've determined is that | use the wrong punctuation when describing myself. Our C
and multifaceted that I'm sure He didn't make me to just reveal one aspect of His glory.

Oh yes, you shaped ms¢ ifiside, then out;
you formed me in my mother's womb.
| thank you, High Gadi're breathtaking!
Body and soul, | am marvelously made!
| worship in adoratiamat a creation!
You know me inside and out,
you know evdmgne in my body;
You know exactly how | was made, bit by bit,
how | was sculpted from nothing into something.
Like an open book, you watched me grow from conception to birth;
all the stages of my life were spread out before you,
The days of my life all prepared
before I'd even lived one (@salm 139: 1% MSG)

My pastor once said, "Don't label me a pastor. I'm not just a pastor (period). Pastouaeal
estate investor, author, speaker, father, hugbgmenenir. Don't use periods when God cre
with commas."

What punctuation are you using? Dot. Dot. Dots, commas, or periods? Hopefully, you a
to show off the creative design that God has blessed you with. As I've thqugtdtadioon the
my own life, my eyes have been opened. | seriously had been looking for that one nice
label myself: Speaker. Author. Teacher. No one word ever really described me.

The measure of me, the whole of me, is not foundandbdsdore the period. | am more tha
What about all those others qifts that God has aiven me? Nurturer. Encouraaer. Photoa



And the list could go on Dot. Dot. Dot.

I've determined to erase the periods out of my life. | hdpe.you will

As we try to describe ourselves to others, | hope we'll remember the comma that helps
how magnificently God created us, as well as the Dot. Dot. Dot, because God's goodne
in our lives will continue to stretamgeadave are growing in Him.

If you are gifted in the area of grammar and punctuation, this article is probably driving
hard to write about punctuation in our life and keep the right punctuation. But look beyo
marks anditik deeply about the punctuation that describes your life.

Girl, you are designed with commas! Fill your life with comma, after comma and then a

~ Alene Snodgrass

Alene Snodgrass speaks all over the country and is the
two Bile studies, Dirty Laundry Secrets ~ a Journey to M
Launderer and I'm a Fikgper ~ A Ddy-Day Remodeling

Guide. Eaddtudy has created drastic changes in many w
lives. Alene, her husband, and three children reside in C
Christi , Texaand attend Bay Area Fellowship where Ale
coordinates the women's Bible studies. For more inform
visitwww.alenesnodgrass.com. pealainto her personal lif
checloutPositvelpleneor find her dacebookndtwitter
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A Mother's Adoption Story

\\In 2005, Jason and | started researching adoption agenc

; 2007 we finally found the agency that fit in with what Go
specifically laid upon our h&sesegan our official paper v
, with New Life Pregnancy Center in Novemberio20@7at
/ \point on our faith began to be tested and our hearts final
- Mbeat like HIS.

Our journey was not an easyNoenly, the wait time with
agency is-8 months. We waited 20 months before we we
chosen by a birth mom and almost to 22 months before
_child was placed in our afimgse 20 months of waiting wel
illed with heartache, joy, complete depeodeiesus, and tt
belief that God had called us to adoption. | would get asl
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time (and still get asked) "Why would you adopt if you can still have childréfylsotggeally
answer has been "Pure and genuine religion in the sitjiet Ba&tGedmeans caring for orphail
widows in their distress...." (James 1:27a NLT).

It's clear in God's Word that it is our responsibility as Christ followers to take caréjasthe
couldn't let that @pecifically, for our famity s asking us to take care of orphans on a
personal level. He simply wanted us to add to our family throug¥eacopitiort. argue with th
say no. Our yes was on the table. He gave us clarity that adoption was perfect foe badf:
to trust every single day of those 20 months that He would bless us with a child.

Those 20 months were difficult. Four times our agency called us with possikle@ictnss
placements was of a little boy who was to be born Myi2@@8s birth mom just a couple o
weeks before she was to deliveMeigot his room ready, stocked his room with little boy ¢
the car seat in the car, packed his diaper bad, and then she changed her mind and the
heard from her ag&dhave never felt pain like that. | couldn't function for three weeks afte
day it was a chore to focus on what God had called us to. Jason andheeetecbrieian May
October, God continued to work in my heart for thd khievthiat would eventually place in ¢
family. He was tender with me yet firm, and He helped me see Him more and love Him
time.

On October 13th, 2009 (exactly 20 months of waiting), we received a call from our adof
saying @ had been chosen by a birth mom, and she was dueTBenéAtlweek we drove to
Houston to meet her, and | instantly fell in love with her. But, | was still guarding my hee
this placement could possibly end with her changing tevasifast the reality of the situatic

October, November and December were spent getting to know our birth mom, planning
and preparing our hearts for our birth mom's final decision. Would she go through with \
was?0r would she change her mind at the last minute?

Our adoption story truly began December 5th, 2009. We drove to Houston and met our
instantly fell in lov&he is beautiful in every way, and we knew from the moment we &id ¢
that she was the child God had created for our family. She is a wonderful masterpiece ¢
God's perfect timing!

She reminds me everyday how | have been adopted as Ged¥dovtvmave to adopt me. He
could have left me as an orptenould remind me every day that I'm not "biologically" His
instead He reminds me every day that | am His chosen treasure and that there is nothir
change His mind. | am His for eternity, and He is mine for eternity.

Natalie Grace isypad what we imagined. | would wait all over
again to simply have her in my sv$ollowed after God's
heart, and He brought us aatnildhildAnd for that gift, |
wouldn't trade our journey.

~ Lindsev Gerdes



| am a wife to the best husbahd morld and a mom to th
greatest 6 year old ever and to the sweetest baby ever!
devoted to my relationship with Christ and I love this jo
am on! | feel blessed beyond measures! Check out my
blog aA Chosen Treasuy®u can also find mBe&xolution
Churchin Canton, Georgia, where my husband is Senior
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Can | Have a "Do Over"?

WW’“"J” 'IDo you ever wish for a "do over?" Sometimes when | say someth
W "Why did | just say that? | had an opporsayitydmething great, to sj

LW/

1/

of Jesus and salvation, to speak with wisdom, say life giving worc
“profound statement...anything but what | just said!"
o
\ If I had one of those huge mallets they use in cartoons, | would be
_lover the head withiStupid, stupid!" (I have a mental image of Chris
tlsaying that in one of his skits.) | always wish | could just say, "Cu
Then, | could quickly pray and gather my thoughts and proudly se
words for the situation. If onhabtifeetakes.

— vy

=1l truly desire that the wisdom of the Holy Spirit flow through my w
bless everyone | speak to, no matter where | am. It's Jesus who i
is He who knows the right words at the right time. Since He lives in reeHowaras flow
through me at just the right time?

While on a job, | was behind the counter selling merchandise and many children steppe
my shock, a cute little girl took a necklace and quickly rolled it up in her jacketédsteadlit
sneak away, | called her back and asked her if she wanted to put the necklace back. St
ashamed, lowered her head, and put the necklace back on its display. Time seemed to
looked me in the eyes, full of embarrassmeanand s

My mind raced through words, but | was speechless. Such a cute little girl, stealing at s
| was grieved and sad for her. Surely | had some profound words to say at this moment
time, the clock ticking waiting forapedto, the little girl's eyes locked on mine with expecta

"You shouldn't steal ... because it's sin,” was all | could come up with. She looked at me
say, "That's it?"

In my "saved" little life, my statement encompasses. &¥brythongd anyone sin on purpose
Aren't there enough accidental sins to muddy the waters of life as it is?
But for this unsaved little airl. my words meant nothina. She linaered a moment as if to «


http://achosentreasure.blogspot.com/
http://www.therevolution.tv/
http://www.therevolution.tv/
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs012/1102811929004/archive/1103497928854.html#Home

chance to say something more profouhda@uothing.

As she turned to leave | wanted to shout, "Cut! Just give me a few minutes to pray and
and I'll be right back with words that could make a difference in your life. Please, just or

But life has no deemy; and | was left searching for that cartoon mallet to hit myself over tt
again.

| brought my dilemma to the Lord in prayer. "Please God, fix my brain, make me wise, [
oversi!"

To my great delight, God gave me thegresfiemit The solution is a "do over workout". After
situation that | didn't have the right words, | will sit down with pen and paper, pray and
ideas for the right response. I'll come up with 3 good possible ways to respouldrtsithati@
and write them down. I'll consider what Jesus would say in that situation. What would bt
words?

If I continue to practice this "do over" exercise, I'll be prepared for the various circumsta
I've realizefidt the situations that come up in all of our lives really don't vary that much. |
that | will be in the same situation again. But this time | will know the right thing to say. |
the right words, at the right time.
Do over®o problem! I'll be ready!

"Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason fo
you have." 1Peter 3:15

~ Susan Wood

Susan Wood is a founding member of Catskill Mountain Chri®
and has sergden compassionate ministry to the homeless of Ni
City and the victims of the Chernobyl disaster in Belarus. faine
Citihope International where she also served as outreach proF
director for Christian radio, coordinating a vasety akNCity b -
ministriesSusan and hbeusband, Jonathan, founded the Raptor
Project Inca rehabilitation and educational effort with birds of prey. Susan, Jonathan an
Rachel travel theS. on tour each year producing bird shows and exhibits in 28 states. Sl
featured on Cornerstone television anith GBtM:een road tours, her family divides their tim
between their New York home and a home on North Padre Island, theyas,enherabers of
Bay Area Fellowship.

Home


http://www.raptorproject.com/
http://www.raptorproject.com/
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs012/1102811929004/archive/1103497928854.html#Home

A Wife of Noble Character

A wife of noble character who can find? She
farmore than rubies. Charm is deceptive, ant
beauty is fleeting; but a woman who fears th
is to be praised. (Proverbs 31:10, 30, NIV)

- What happened to that Proverbs 31 woman*
‘speaks with wisdom? Why had the Titus 2 w
swho exhibits setintrolad kindness disappear:
However, my husband found that quarrelson
of Proverbs 21:9 present and accounted for.
: M Although tempted to climb on the rooftop, it v

too close for him.

After having spent most of the day indoors, | decidedsolevadlnaith the sunset and wait 1
husband to arrive home. Knowing | would have a better view from our pasture, | walked
found it wired shut. The beauty of the autumn afternoon disappeared with my anger.

In vain, | tried to untihistwire. My temper flared. If the person responsible had been neat
have heard my frustratlastead, my husband bore the brunt of my anger over something
nothing to do with. My mother always advised, "Unless it can'tiwaity darsbsrid bad news
minute he comes home from work." Boy, did | ever fail that day.

| desire to be a Titus 2 wife. | want my husband to think of me as a Proverbs 31 woman
me with the quarrelsome Wigee | say the "s" wambrrgsion? Every Christian wife should de
submit.

How do we become that woman? First, we should listen to wise council by surrounding
godly women. I'm thankful for my mother's wise words, passed down from her mother. ¢
yourchurch that are knowledgeable and wise. Titus 2 tells us the older women should te
ones so that the Word of God is not defiled. On the other hand, age does not necessari
Many young women are spiritually mature and laieviadbe ways of the Lord.

Submitting to our husbands is easier when they are following Christ's example. Rather f
in anger, my husband demonstrated his love by putting his hands on my shoulders. "Ar:
okay? I'm really cameal about you." Harsh words would have kindled the fire. Gentle wo
extinguished the flames.

Finally, the Bible speaks of another woman whom we would do well to folloWkearexamy
familiar with the story of Mary and her sister M&thrivaibusied herself with preparation
her guests, Mary sat at the feet of Jesus listening to His teaching. In Matthew 11:29a, J
my yoke upon you, sainfrom me..." (Emphasis mine)

When we take time to sit at the Masteleafadtom Him, and follow His example, then we \



become a Titus 2 woman, and a wife of noble character.

~ Joan Hall

Joan became a Christian at age ten, but many years passed be

allowed Jesus to be Lord of her life. Now she iggabsioneelling
others about the abundant life found in Christ. She is married tc
friend, John, and they serve together in prison ministry. Joan le
women's Bible studies and loves writing from her country home
Texas. She d¢eads a war's group at her home church and has
contributed ®ranola Bar Devotiondtsu can find her at her personal

blog Reflections

Home

Licensed to Parent

With an aspiring teenage driver in the family, I've bec
regular fixture at tepartment of Public Safety office.
I've brought my fiftgearold daughter to take the writte
exam for her learner's permit. Trying to make myself
comfortable on one of the hard plastic chairs, | glance
the testing room window to wat¢akecher own seat at 1
computer. | pray for her even as my hearts pounds ai
this is not her first attempt! The minutes drag by as |
learn her results. Did she-pads | need to plan anothe
out here next week?

As trying as tipeocess is, | know it's just the beginning. Katherine has much more to lear
qualified to get her driver's lieerdeven that won't necessarily makgdoedaver. After all,
holding a license isn't the only measure of competeisceo Téwirthat can reliably predict wr
of drivemychild will be. Will she be cautious without being too fearful? Confident, but no
time will tell for sure.

It got me to thinking, though. Our culture just loves to gyamatifyngbiévaluatiadéwborns ge:
their APGAR scores just moments af@ndiiriim that point on, the tests just keep coming.
my firsgrader appreciates what it is to be measured. Since the tender age of six, he has
weekly tadck his reading. As "making your goal” is a big deal, we follow his progress ca
checking the computer printouts which gauge his efforts precisely: "You have reached ¢
goal." Maybe the best thing about tests is their asswsammlibeg at least, we are "doing it

riaht." Rarelv does life provide such accurate feedback, especially where it matters mos


http://granolabardevotional.blogspot.com/
http://reflectionsofhisgrace.blogspot.com/
http://archive.constantcontact.com/fs012/1102811929004/archive/1103497928854.html#Home

