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HOME AS A

TENT

Designer Bill Moss revolutionized fabric architecture

© R Y HE WORD HOME has many
meanings: a permanent dwelling
place, home plate, homing
PARSOTLS, O6 TArget, home t'l'n‘. cl pi;ln‘ L0
retive, houseboats. What constitutes
home (o one person may be completely
{v—wign to someone else.

How about a paper home? [ would
never have imagined living in a paper
house and my children playing with
paper toys, But that’s the way it was liv-

ing with Bill Moss, an artist and design-

*“_...

BY MARILYN MQOSS

er whose creations revolutionized fabric
architecture.

Many people know Bill's name from
Moss Tents, the Maine-based company
we formed to manufacture and market
his designs for the high-end camping
and residential canopy markets. But
there is much more to the story.

My adventure with Bill began not
long after he designed and patented the
Pop-Tent in 1955. A breakthrough in
portable shelter and tent design, the Pop-

A selection of Moss “paper” children’s tents and a Parawing displayed at a Ford dealership
lo promote camping In station wagons,
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Tent was the first dome :-.II.J]M'-:T Leiil
Freestanding, lightwelght, and quick and
¢asy Lo erect, I I't‘.‘;ll.ij‘lt*ti the « diNpng djd
outdoor recreation landscape—replacing
walled tents that had been used previ
ously, Bill designed his curved camping
products in bright colors, easily recog
nizable in campgrounds, because he
believed that would attract more women.
“"Women have taste about product
design, utility, and color,” Bill said,

He was right, The cover of the July
14, 1961 issue of Time magazine high
lighted the growing popularity of fam
ily camping in state and national
parks, "This year, 16,500,000 people
are headed to the « .HHIIHJmHida
about 2,000,000 more than last year,
the magazine reporied,

While WHI'MHH at Ford Maotar Com
pany as an illustrator for the company’s
car owner publication, Ford Times, he
and his colleague and fishing budd,
[':l'ii!'.ll"u I{t‘l.‘li, drove Ford h|ul|ilill Wigaiig
with their families all over the United
States, setting up campsites and testing
new and innovative products tor the
outdoor camping lite. They compiled the
results of their research into The Ford
Treasury of Station Wagon Living, Vals, |
and II. Published in 1957, the wildly
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popular book featured where to find
campgrounds, how to pack the car, what
to take on trips and how to choose
equipment for camping, boating, fish-
ing, and hunting.

Although the outdoors beckoned,

families wanted as many conveniences
as possible. A promotional unit that
Bill designed for a station wagon fea-
tured a boat that opened on the top
of the vehicle and could be lifted off.
Under this, a tent popped up with a
sleeping pad for children. A cooking
unit slid out onto the tailgate. A fab-
ric canopy, which fanned out from
the top of the vehicle, provided
shade and light rain protection.
Iwo sleeping pads unfolded in the
back of the vehicle for the parents.

N ADDITION to designing the
Pop-Tent while at Ford, Bill
came up with the idea for what he called
the Para-Wing, a hyperbolic paraboloid
shade and rain shelter. Previous tarpau-
lin shelters featured squares of canvas fas-

Volume | of Station Wagon Living by Bill Moss
and Frank Reck. The book was filled with
information about family camping.

tened to poles at four corners. -
sided Para-Wing needed only two poles
and four stakes and derived stability from
its compound curves and tension.

From this point on, Bill's creative
energies materialized into the creation of
shelters for a myriad of uses: from one-
person backpacking tents, to larger tem-
porary fabric vacation shelters, to low-
cost foam-sprayed housing, to disaster
and homeless shelters. He went on to
develop tension fabric technology and

PO). Box 15, US Rourte | | Orland, ME 04472 | 207.469.6331 | freshwaterstone.com
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1

fireplace. The glass doors provided a
spectacular panoramic view of ren
scot Bay sunsets and the Camden Hills
My kitchen had a large iron sink

found at the North Haven dump, a small
propanc four-burner stove and oven,
and a small gas refrigerator. Our water
was pumped up from a stream. A

portable toilet sat outside between the

twoO L.{'.J[‘E‘lt‘x. (as '!1;1}".53. kerosene L!!‘J‘IP‘.\-

' 155 SN0 il person cardboard shelter for the homeless that he f.é:"‘:-i_:ﬂ!"!'f_"i:. and candles pProy ided cozy ]is:h!.tﬂg..'., al
night. The domed skylight cap and the

Wilbur Yachts
Southwest Harbor, ME
Tel (207) 244-

PREMIUM CHOCOLATE®
FRUIT*NUT+SPICE BAR

B

AVAILABLE IN 6 DECADENT VARIETIES..
LOOK FOR OUR NEW PACKAGING!

FIND US AT YOUR LOCAL GROCER
CO-OP OR WHOLE FOODS MARKET!

B80- 7 S0-Tf
mesating.com

BIXBYCO.COM
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shake the world of architecture with
portable structures that not only rede
fined notions of shelter and beauty, but
also introduced many of the visual forms
that we now take for granted.

Ann Arbor, Michigan, during the
19605 was a cradle of experimental per
tormance art and music, Bill and his
team embodied this radical exploration
by using unconventional materials and
construction for products. C, William
Moss Associates, our design company,
had contracts with Kimberly Clark and
scott Paper Companies, Bill used their
product, Kaycel, a spun-bonded paper,
to design clothing and tents. He
worked with Monsanto’s paper prod
uct, Fome-Core, creating toys, doll
houses, birdhouses, doghouses, furni-
ture, and even an ice-fishing shack, Our
children’s toys were folding paper
Fome-Core animals,

And of course, a paper home
inevitably evolved.,

In 1968 we installed two “paper”
domes on North Haven Island, Maine, as

™ : -1-.. g ﬁ."'-""':":nﬁ..,.".'

SrogRa.

A unit that Bill designed for a station wagon featured a boat that opened on the top of the vehicle
and could be lifted off. Under this, a tent popped up with a sleeping pad attached for children,

A cooking unit slid out onto the tailgate, A fabric canopy, which fanned out from the top of

the vehicle provided shade and light rain protection,
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two glass doors provided lots of light
even on cloudy and rainy days.

Despite  the comforts, many
islanders didn’t think the structure
would last. “The first nor’easter will take
her right out to sea, said one island car-
penter who helped us with our deck and
flooring. “She™ not only outlasted the
first nor’easter, but also stood proudly for
ten summers and ten harsh Maine win-
ters. Then the material began to fatigue.

HE HISTORY of portable shelters
and tents dates back to prehistoric
times. Much later, elaborate Turkish and |
Persian tents used by royalty had walls 1 = A oy gl :}'r..,_r
woven with intricate patterns, embedded
with jewels, resembling the walls of Ori- BRINGING THE OUTDO ORS IN.
ental palaces of the era. The incongruous
black tents of the Bedouins, known as
the beit al-sha’r or “house of hair,” are
loosely woven from sheep and goat hair.
One would think black would be too hot
for desert use, but as with most things,

there is a reason. INE
They are beautifully lit inside and, as
i

the outside of the tent gets hot, it causes
an updraft that sucks air through the
loose weave. If you open the tent flaps,
the air comes in, even though there 1s no
breeze. When it rains, the animal hairs

Building on the Maine Tradition

.ﬁi"k;t{ﬂ. b e

www.linelinesmaine.com
207.846.1002

BRINGING THE INDOORS OUT.
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A Pop-Tent, left, a Parawing and a Wing Tent

swell and the tent gets tight as a drum.
Because it’s black, the tent shows no dirt.

When we went to the Middle East in
the 1970s to deliver tents to the crowned
prince of Abu Dhabi, Bill was inspired by
the pole system of the Bedouin tents.

He used the arched pole system in
his Event Tent design, as well as other
tension  architectural  structures.
Although Bill developed tension fabric | = e Y=
technology in 1955 with his Para-Wing, & = _ = o it Caral A WilsonAn
these large tents of the desert were the == FA]
forerunners of the concept.

hﬁ MAINE BOATS, HOMES & HARBORS SHOW exhibitor August 8 < 10, 2014




. Along with designing and develop-
INE neéw ::;lmpil‘ig tents and architectur-
al canopies, Bill also conducted numer-
Ous research projects, using unique
materials, always trying to create a
portable structure from the smallest
packaging that could be erected or
installed expeditiously.

One such experimental low-cost
housing project was the Foam Tent, a
large tent of hyperbolic paraboloids
made with a Japanese fabric called
polyvinyl alcohol. Urethane foam was
sprayed onto the fabric from inside the
tent. Plastic skylight windows and slid-
ing glass doors were positioned and
secured in place by the foam. Then the
fabric layer was peeled off, leaving the
rigid foam structure.

Here was a shelter that could be
built by two men in two days with just a
couple of barrels of foam, for less than
half the cost of traditional construction.
Even before this experiment was com-
pleted, sketches of what looked like
parachutes were filling up Bill’s sketch-
book. These developed into an Airdrop

Emergency Shelter System: a nylon
dome-shaped structure with fiberglass
poles that could be dropped from a
plane and would open immediately
when it hit the ground.

Bill was very interested in the con-
cept of “instant,” low-cost structures.
Another, much later project involved the

Here was a shelter that
could be built by two men in
two days with just a couple
of barrels of foam, for less
than half the cost of
traditional construction.

creation of a cardboard, collapsible pod
intended for use by homeless people
living outside on the streets.

Bill's prophetic work of more than
50 years ago 1s finally being embraced
today. The Pritzker Architecture Prize
this year was awarded to an architect
whose work includes creating temporary
housing out of transient materials like
paper tubes and plastic beer crates.

‘. ._ :.l'_._ e, il

Bill's lightweight, right-sized struc-
tures were forerunners of today's tiny
home movement and its concept of liv-
ing simply in small homes. ¢

Martyn Moss is a freelance writer hiving in
Camden, Maine. She most recently published
Bill Moss: Fabric Artist & Designer (Chawezi,

2013) and is currently working on her memoir,

From the Appalachian Mountains to the
Camden Hills. Marilyn is the former president

and CEQ of Moss Inc. and was married to Bill

Moss from 1961-1983.
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An onginal Op 200 Moss tent, a 20" x 20’
fabric home, will be on display at the
Maine Boats, Homes & Harbors Show,
August 8-10, 2014 in Rockland.

Bring your boat to New
England’s most capable
yacht yard. From repairs
and paint to major refits,
anything is possible for
your yacht. Front Street
Shipyard accommodates
vessels up to 200 feet
and 485 tons — on the
docks and in the shops.
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