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Former active IRA member serving as Tory
Party councillor

tompride.wordpress.com /2017/05/21/former-active-ira-member-serving-as-tory-party-councillor/

A former active member of the IRA is now an active member of the Tory Party despite admitting
she once celebrated the deaths of British soldiers and even civilians killed in terrorist acts:

Maria Gatland – once known as Maria McGuire – is now a Conservative Party councillor in Croydon after being
reelected in 2014.

Ms Gatland was briefly suspended by the Tories in 2008 once her past was revealed but after an “internal
investigation” she was then openly readmitted into the party.

Unsurprisingly, there is no mention of the fact she was an active IRA member on the Croydon Conservatives
webpage:
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I need hardly point out how this fact highlights the extreme hypocrisy on show by both the Tory Party
and the UK press during this election.
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by Dave Burke

dave.burke@essnmedia.co.uk

In September 1971 Maria McGuire was one of the most wanted terrorists in the world.

Armed with a .38 automatic weapon and carrying £20,000 in cash, she was being pursued by
security forces from several countries over her role in a huge arms deal.

More than 160 crates containing bazookas, rocket launchers and hand-grenades had been seized
at an airport in Amsterdam, and a warrant had been issued for her arrest.

McGuire found herself on the run with a member of the Provisional IRA's ruling council – with whom
she was having an affair.

In Ireland, plans were afoot to kidnap the Dutch ambassador if she and David O'Connell were
arrested.

But despite a massive media frenzy, she and O'Connell were able to escape the Netherlands
through Belgium and France before returning to Ireland to a hero's welcome.

Even though their mission had failed, the pair became - for a brief period - the golden couple of the
Irish Republican movement.

In her book To Take Arms: My Year With The IRA Provisionals, published in 1973, McGuire wrote
candidly: "The press had made great play of the fact that we had escaped the British secret service;
we had achieved another glorious failure.

"It was better even than if we had been successful, because then the public would have had to
confront reality.

"Why did we want the guns? To kill people."

She learnt two months later that she faced three years in prison if she re-entered Switzerland,
where she had exchanged currency.
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In the space of just one year, McGuire became a close confidante of many of the Provisional IRA's
top leaders, before disillusionment set in over the group's methods.

She had signed up after seeing the Provisionals' publicity officer, Sean O Bradaigh, on Irish
television.

So keen was McGuire to talk to him that she rang the TV studio straight away and left a message.

Within weeks she was put forward to the British press as an example of the new middle-class
membership the movement was attracting.

But as violence escalated in Belfast following a failed ceasefire in July 1972, McGuire decided she
could not support the sectarian killing, and fled to England.

There she gave extensive interviews in the British press and published her book hoping to lift the lid
on IRA brutality.

Her defection prompted the Provisional IRA's chief of staff, Sean MacStiofain - who she described
as "narrow minded" - to warn that if she ever returned to Ireland she would face a court martial and
possibly execution.

Her book - which caused a storm on its publication - revealed her thoughts on one of the most
intensive bombing campaigns ever carried out.

Following an IRA bomb in Donegall Street, Belfast, which killed six men and injured 146 in March
1972, she wrote: "I admit that at the time I did not connect with the people who were killed or injured
in such explosions.

"I always judged such deaths in terms of the effect they would have on our support – and I felt that
this in turn depended on how many people accepted our explanation."

*Maria McGuire on her affair with Provisional IRA ruling council member David O'Connell,
which started in Amsterdam...

"It just happened, and seemed perfectly natural, even though our situation was very unnatural.

We were under considerable stress together, and became very close, depended on one another,
because of that.

Possibly it meant more to Dave than it did to me; but when we managed not to worry about the
outcome of our mission and our own chances of escaping, we were very happy."

*Maria McGuire on meeting the Provisional IRA chief of staff, Sean MacStiofain...

"He seemed short and squat, and lacked Dave's physical presence: only later did I realise he was in
fact over six feet tall.

He appeared a little taken aback by me too; I knew he had heard about me, but possibly he wasn't
expecting someone wearing hot pants to be interested in the Provisional IRA."

*Maria McGuire on the IRA's bombing campaign in Northern Ireland....

"The intention behind the bombing campaign was to cause confusion and terror.

In 1971 bomb explosions averaged three a day throughout the six counties, and it was very easy to
create confusion in the centre of Belfast ....

Sometimes the Belfast Provisionals would give a succession of false alarms, and then just as the
city was enjoying the lull, plant half a dozen bombs on the same day.

We believed that the bombing campaign had a greater psychological effect in this way.
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By causing such terror we demonstrated that whatever steps the army took, the Provisionals could
continue the military campaign; half a million people in Belfast would be kept wondering where the
Provisionals would strike next, and would be forced to tell the British to make peace with us."

*Maria McGuire on killing British soldiers....

"I agreed with the shooting of British soldiers and believed that the more who were killed the better.

I remember occasions where we heard late at night that a British soldier had been shot and
seriously wounded in Belfast or Derry - and we would hope that by the morning he would be dead."

*Maria McGuire on killing civilians...

"I accepted too the bombing of Belfast, and when civilians were accidentally blown to pieces
dismissed this as one of the unfortunate hazards of urban guerrilla war."

*Maria McGuire on being banned from entering Switzerland...

"I happened to hear a television news item that two Irish citizens had been excluded from
Switzerland - Dave O'Connell and myself.

We had done nothing illegal in Switzerland that I could recall...

Then the Swiss Embassy in Dublin telephoned Dave and asked us to call at the embassy to collect
our exclusion orders.

We naturally refused."

*Maria McGuire on becoming disillusioned in the face of escalating violence....

"I could not avoid the conclusion that the probability of civilian casualties had been accepted, and
perhaps even planned.

Whenever such casualties had occurred before, there had always been the pressure of events to
take my mind off them.

But now, almost for the first time, I wondered about the crippled and the widowed and the lives that
had been changed forever."
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by Dave Burke

dave.burke@essnmedia.co.uk

In September 1971 Maria McGuire was one of the most wanted terrorists in the world.

Armed with a .38 automatic weapon and carrying £20,000 in cash, she was being pursued by
security forces from several countries over her role in a huge arms deal.

More than 160 crates containing bazookas, rocket launchers and hand-grenades had been seized
at an airport in Amsterdam, and a warrant had been issued for her arrest.

McGuire found herself on the run with a member of the Provisional IRA's ruling council – with whom
she was having an affair.

In Ireland, plans were afoot to kidnap the Dutch ambassador if she and David O'Connell were
arrested.

But despite a massive media frenzy, she and O'Connell were able to escape the Netherlands
through Belgium and France before returning to Ireland to a hero's welcome.

Even though their mission had failed, the pair became - for a brief period - the golden couple of the
Irish Republican movement.

In her book To Take Arms: My Year With The IRA Provisionals, published in 1973, McGuire wrote
candidly: "The press had made great play of the fact that we had escaped the British secret service;
we had achieved another glorious failure.

"It was better even than if we had been successful, because then the public would have had to
confront reality.

"Why did we want the guns? To kill people."

She learnt two months later that she faced three years in prison if she re-entered Switzerland,
where she had exchanged currency.

In the space of just one year, McGuire became a close confidante of many of the Provisional IRA's
top leaders, before disillusionment set in over the group's methods.
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She had signed up after seeing the Provisionals' publicity officer, Sean O Bradaigh, on Irish
television.

So keen was McGuire to talk to him that she rang the TV studio straight away and left a message.

Within weeks she was put forward to the British press as an example of the new middle-class
membership the movement was attracting.

But as violence escalated in Belfast following a failed ceasefire in July 1972, McGuire decided she
could not support the sectarian killing, and fled to England.

There she gave extensive interviews in the British press and published her book hoping to lift the lid
on IRA brutality.

Her defection prompted the Provisional IRA's chief of staff, Sean MacStiofain - who she described
as "narrow minded" - to warn that if she ever returned to Ireland she would face a court martial and
possibly execution.

Her book - which caused a storm on its publication - revealed her thoughts on one of the most
intensive bombing campaigns ever carried out.

Following an IRA bomb in Donegall Street, Belfast, which killed six men and injured 146 in March
1972, she wrote: "I admit that at the time I did not connect with the people who were killed or injured
in such explosions.

"I always judged such deaths in terms of the effect they would have on our support – and I felt that
this in turn depended on how many people accepted our explanation."

*Maria McGuire on her affair with Provisional IRA ruling council member David O'Connell,
which started in Amsterdam...

"It just happened, and seemed perfectly natural, even though our situation was very unnatural.

We were under considerable stress together, and became very close, depended on one another,
because of that.

Possibly it meant more to Dave than it did to me; but when we managed not to worry about the
outcome of our mission and our own chances of escaping, we were very happy."

*Maria McGuire on meeting the Provisional IRA chief of staff, Sean MacStiofain...

"He seemed short and squat, and lacked Dave's physical presence: only later did I realise he was in
fact over six feet tall.

He appeared a little taken aback by me too; I knew he had heard about me, but possibly he wasn't
expecting someone wearing hot pants to be interested in the Provisional IRA."

*Maria McGuire on the IRA's bombing campaign in Northern Ireland....

"The intention behind the bombing campaign was to cause confusion and terror.

In 1971 bomb explosions averaged three a day throughout the six counties, and it was very easy to
create confusion in the centre of Belfast ....

Sometimes the Belfast Provisionals would give a succession of false alarms, and then just as the
city was enjoying the lull, plant half a dozen bombs on the same day.

We believed that the bombing campaign had a greater psychological effect in this way.

By causing such terror we demonstrated that whatever steps the army took, the Provisionals could
continue the military campaign; half a million people in Belfast would be kept wondering where the
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Provisionals would strike next, and would be forced to tell the British to make peace with us."

*Maria McGuire on killing British soldiers....

"I agreed with the shooting of British soldiers and believed that the more who were killed the better.

I remember occasions where we heard late at night that a British soldier had been shot and
seriously wounded in Belfast or Derry - and we would hope that by the morning he would be dead."

*Maria McGuire on killing civilians...

"I accepted too the bombing of Belfast, and when civilians were accidentally blown to pieces
dismissed this as one of the unfortunate hazards of urban guerrilla war."

*Maria McGuire on being banned from entering Switzerland...

"I happened to hear a television news item that two Irish citizens had been excluded from
Switzerland - Dave O'Connell and myself.

We had done nothing illegal in Switzerland that I could recall...

Then the Swiss Embassy in Dublin telephoned Dave and asked us to call at the embassy to collect
our exclusion orders.

We naturally refused."

*Maria McGuire on becoming disillusioned in the face of escalating violence....

"I could not avoid the conclusion that the probability of civilian casualties had been accepted, and
perhaps even planned.

Whenever such casualties had occurred before, there had always been the pressure of events to
take my mind off them.

But now, almost for the first time, I wondered about the crippled and the widowed and the lives that
had been changed forever."
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In a dramatic u-turn, Maria Gatland has been accepted back into the Conservatives.

The Croham ward councillor had been suspended by the Tory party following revelations she was a member of the
provisional IRA in the 1970s.

But like the prodigal son, Coun Gatland confirmed today she had accepted the whip back from Conservative leader
Mike Fisher.

He said: "I am very pleased to be able to announce that following an investigation conducted by me into the
circumstances surrounding the revelation that Councillor Gatland had been involved with the provisional IRA in the
early 70s, I am restoring the conservative whip to Coun Gatland.

"It is very clear that Maria left the IRA and denounced their activities over 30 years ago and since then she has worked
hard to establish herself in the local community here in Croydon.

"As a local Councillor in Croham Ward she has worked tirelessly for the interest of her residents and I have received
many emails and letters of support for her from them."

Coun Gatland added: "I am delighted to once again be part of the Conservative Group on Croydon Council.

"I have been overwhelmed by the support I have received from friends within the Group and most importantly from my
constituents in Croham Ward."

The reprieve is a stark contrast to the initial reaction of council leader Coun Fisher who spoke of her “betrayal of trust”.

He added: “I immediately accepted her offer of resignation from the cabinet and urged her to resign from the council.”

Reacting to her apparent reprieve, Labour leader Tony Newman said: “It is imperative there is now an investigation into
how somebody with a proven terrorist past came to be in charge of education.”

The decision to accept her resignation was met with criticism, with many pointing to figures like Martin McGuinness
who are now in high political positions.

Coun Newman stood by his belief she should resign as a councillor and hold a by election now her true past has been
revealed.

And as tensions subsided, Coun Gatland admitted she wished she had done things differently.

She said: “I had panicked.

“I should have told Mike Fisher and the council that I needed to talk to them.

“I should have shown them the book, To Take Arms, My Year with the Provisional IRA, I had written and explained the
context.”

In her book, Coun Gatland admitted to taking part in an arms run in 1973 to Amsterdam to buy Czechoslovakian-made
bazookas, grenades and rifles.

She described how the leader of the Provisional IRA at the time, Dave O’Connell, became smitten with her and gave her
a .38 automatic pistol for protection.

The book, penned under her maiden name McGuire, remained a mystery to those in Croydon until Dr Peter Latham, an
anti-academy activist, made allusions to the title during a council meeting on December 1.

Sign up
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The next day she had resigned and a council statement said she had been suspended from the Conservative party
pending an investigation.

               2 comments
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I am glad they have seen sense, at last.
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  Croham
 
Your Conservative team for Croham is:
 

Cllr  Maria Gatland

Cllr  Michael Neal

Cllr  Jason Perry

 
 News from Croham
 
16/10/2016 Objections flood in to Labour's 'local plan'

 
23/09/2016 Help local residents' groups oppose the damaging parts of the local

plan
 

22/09/2016 Review highlights major issues with Fairfield Halls plans
 

13/09/2016 Boundary Commission publishes its proposals for parliamentary
boundaries
 

16/09/2015 Great news for the town - Westfield/Hammerson CPO approved
 

26/01/2015 Purely Pool given a stay of execution
 

 
 A little more about your local team
 

 

Cllr  Maria Gatland

Maria Gatland has lived and worked in Croham Ward for
almost 30 years. During that time she helped run the
family business and cared for her husband during his
long illness. Maria was elected to Croydon Council in
2002. During that ten years she held the post of Shadow
Cabinet Member for Education and then Cabinet Member
for Childrens Services, kick-starting the improvements in
education for young people in Croydon.She chaired
Health and Adult Social Care Scrutiny Sub Committee
from 2009/2010. Quality of care for patients in hospital is
a passionate interest. Following her reelection in 2010
she was appointed Chair of Licensing Committee one of
four major Council committees. In 2002 she was one of
the founding members of the Friends of Croham Hurst
Woods and chairs its committee and recently celebrated
the 10th anniversary of FCHW.The protection and care of
Croydon’s green spaces is of huge importance to her.
She sat on the Planning Committee for many years.
Animal welfare is a passion and she currently has three
rescued animals, two dogs and a cat. Maria has worked
very hard to support and help local people and was so
grateful for the tremendous support and kindness of the

 
 Read our Blog

07/04/2017
Now you see them, now you
don't!

02/04/2017
Emergency Road Closure
Causes Problems for Residents

02/04/2017
Croham Ward Community
Budget 2016/17

14/03/2017
Double Misery for residents in
Sanderstead rd

23/02/2017
Council proposals to build on
Sanderstead Car Park causes
consternation

22/01/2017
Loss of more local character
as permission given for flats
on Station Approach
Sanderstead Station

See all our blog posts

 

 Read our newsletter

Download our
latest newsletter:
May 2014 - Local
Election special

 

 Contact Us

Please do contact us with any issues
or concerns you may have. We
answer all our constituents'
correspondence and value your
comments. If you want your concern
addressed by your local team, please
follow the link above.

020 8660 0491

Email Us
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local community during a very difficult time, in December
2008, when details of her past of almost 40 years ago
became known. She was delighted to be re selected to
stand again as a candidate, in an open meeting of ward
members and to be reelected a third time.She enjoys
reading, theatre,walking and yoga and having dinner
with friends. Maria was delighted to be elected again in
May 2014 to represent Croham ward. She was appointed
Shadow Cabinet Member for Children Families and
education in May 2014

 

 

Cllr  Michael Neal

Michael Neal has been a Croham councillor since 2002.
He has lived in Croydon since 1985 and is married and
has two children who went to local schools. He is
currently deputy member for housing and has worked
exclusively on all aspects of social housing including
scrutiny. He believes in the improvement and retention
of social housing within the borough and the introduction
of low carbon eco-friendly new homes. He is a teacher in
further education and understands the needs and
aspirations of young people. He enjoys cooking and has
travelled extensively in Asia, America, and Europe. 

 

 

Cllr  Jason Perry

Jason is married with two children, aged fourteen and
twelve, and lives in Croham Ward. He has represented
Croham since 2002 and has been a Croydon Councillor
since 1994. Over the years he has played a key role in
helping residents in their dealings with the Council and
greatly enjoys serving the people of Croham. Jason has
sat on various committees of the Council and has been a
previous chairman of the Licensing Committee, where he
took a key interest in the implementation of the 2004
Licensing Act. He has also been vice chairman of both the
Strategic Planning Committee and the Planning
Committee. Jason was a member of of the Council
Cabinet between 2008 and 2014, with responsibility for
planning and regeneration. During that time he helped to
create and foster an environment in which investors
wanted to come to Croydon, thereby creating the
greatest regeneration opportunities for a generation.
Jason is now Conservative Spokesman for Economic
Development, Regeneration & Planning and is still
committed to helping Croydon realise its potential as a
great place to live and work. Jason has worked in the
building sector for more than 20 years and is Managing
Director of a local trade supply company. 
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