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UNITED STATES ()F A~vn~H1CA,

(m I',;~I, TAJ\in Mr. HArv1SEY:,

Plaintiffs/Relator

v.

ST. JOSEPH' SHOSPITAL OF
ATLA:NTA,

Defendant

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)

CIVIL ACTION", ...
~l .~ ,rl~, ;, '!; , l Z , -5

JFILE NO. ~ _~~~~~t~~~~_!! ~" ~).-; ..) ~

]E!!dg~~JL~~!!~~B~~~~~~~! .~Jr]~~4(J!

~D~~~~~J[BJ£~L~I!~~~~~l~[!~J~

Plailntiff, United Stat,es oJf America ex ret Tami ~vl Ramsey, through her

attorney and complaining of the defendant for hler complaint alleges:

L This court hasiurisdlictilon over this matter pursuant to 31 U.S"C.

§ 3730(b) in that the claims fill' reIie:f in this action are: bf(JIU1~lIt in th.e name of the

United States Government. The daim of plaintiff eXGleeds the sum of or value of

$7.5,000, (~xclusilve of inltm'ests and l:OstS.

2. 'Venue is prop(~r pursuant to 28 U.S.C. § 1391 (a) in that defi:mdant n~sildes

in this judkial district.
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3. ,As required und{~r the False Claims Act, 31 V.S.C" § 3730(a)i(2), 1tlll~

Re:lator has provided the ,Attorney Gem~ral of the United Staltes and the United

States Attorney fen the Northern District of Georgia with a statemen1t of aU material

evidence and infiyrmation related to the complaint. The complaint supports

reasonabl,e cause to allege that St. Joseph's Hospital of Atlanta (hereilnafte:r liSt.

Joseph's") knowingly or n:~dc]lm;sly submitt{~d false c1aitns to the £ederal

gov.:;:rnment by systl~maticallybilling N[edican~, J\fedicaid, and otlu~r tl~deral payors

for medlical cane for in-patients, where such patients didl not: qualif:y :fiJr in-patient

admiission under the applicable ftxleral regulations. These claims f(liI paymml1t by

S1. Joseph's, by any means, for serviict~s, produets or (;o:slts resulting from improper

in-pati,ent admiissions constitute f:alst~ claims in violation of the~ False C:Iaims Act.

4. Relator is the original sourC:t~ of the infbrmation described in this

complaint.

5. Reilator Rams(~y is currently employ(;~d by St Joseph's as a case managt~I'.

A. patt of Relator's job is to conduct utilization reviews on patient files to s.:;~{~ if

]\illedil:;are of N[edicaid should be billed fix th{~ level of (;are being provided by St.

~r')'s'"'ph,'''II' I..... L.~.

6. St. Joseph's is a hospitalloc:atedl in Atlanta:, Gl~orgia. St. Joseph's services

a. large nUlrnb{~r of lvlediean~ and N[edkaid pati'~nts,
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7" Relator Ramsey has been employed for approximate~jly 7weleks at St.

Joseph's.

8. Relator Ramsey has obse:rv'ed firsthand:, through her revie\\r of files as

paI1 of her job~, thE: syste:rnatic admission to in-patient status of patiients whose

hospital stay and medical Itn:atment costs are dearly not eligible forn~imbll:rsement

by :~vledica.rerMedicaid regulations. Often these patients are not a.c:ute:ly iIII. At

times theses patients are admitted :fiJr the convE:nienee of hospital personne:l, as

oppose:d to bari.ng the admission on rVledic:arell\1edicaid criteria. Following are

three examples of actual cases of falsc~ claims for payment subirnittled by 81.

Joseph's wherein a bill was gl~nerated~md payment re(:eiv(~d from ]\-lediiCarle.

9. Pati.ent A was adm"tt,~d £Dr a :fJvt~-·day iin··patient hospital stay in 2004.

The: case: manager who reviewed the I;;hart made a notation that Patient A did not

In~:(~t the c~riteria f()f admission in the file. NonE:thdess, 81:. Joseph's then subrnitted

a bill f{)I' in'·patient services and this. bill was then paid by ~vj[edilcare in the amount

of $4/~~140.40.

10. Patient B was admitted for a 6-day in-patient sta.y in 2003. The Icas,e

manager revie'\\red th(;: file and concluded that in-patient criteria fiDr admission was

not met. Nonethe1less, St. Joseph's went ahead and submitted a bill whieh :l\1edlicare

paid III the amount of $5~, 113.40.
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11. Patient C ',vas admitted for a thret~··day in··patient: hospital sta.y in 2004.

The c:ase revilewe:r concluded. that the in-jpatit:mt admission was not appropria1tt~

under the applieable guidelines" Yet ]"f,~dil::arc~/1vledieaid W'8lS bililed and payment

:l . 'h f<l1 r ]'2/:-'1 1was nULl e In t e amount 0 -l).)~, <)Iu .._ .

12. Relator has documentation of severaLl other instanc:e~sof bins iimprop,erJly

SUbll11itted and paid by rv1edicare/Medicaid, where patitm1ts did not liTWelt crilteria :fhr

reimbursement fix inpatient admission to the Uniited Statles. Thl~:se ilmproper biills

mId Ithos,e referenced in this qui tmn complaint afi~ representative: of thousands of

such improper in-patient bills submitted fiJI' payment by 81:. Joseph's silllce 200 J[ .'

13. Relator Ramsey has been told by managemen1t personnel that St. Joseph's

IS a'wanl that patients are routinely admitted as in-patientswilthout meeting

lVledica:rc~ criteria. l-lowe:ver, Relator was told that she should not "rock the boaC"

Re:lator has also been told by rnanagem,~nt that: if this illegal pra'~ti<ce is f(mnd out

by the govc~rntm~nt, 81:. Joseph's 'would probably not lose its J\.1'edicare/l\.1Iedicaid

certifIcation, but it would have to pay back all the money billed for inrrproper in-

patient admissions and pay tines as wdl.

14. Relator has obse:rve:d that Jpatilc;~nts are impropedy admitted as in··patient

lto St. Joseph's felr the purpose of the patient rlrne:t~tingll the requiwments fiDf skilled

IPseudonyms are lIsed :for Patients A, £I, and C to protect their privacy.
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nursing care. Relator confl'onttxl a manager with this infl:mmaticliIL who stated this

would constitute fraud.

15. Relator has observ·ed that patients that should be admitted for

observation only and then discharged, are rOlltinely admitted as in-patil~:nts" This

applie:s to as many as betW(~I~n thirty and fifty patients pl~r day. R.elator t~stimates

the diflfm~nce in cost to !'t1e:dic:are: between a one-day admission and a one:-day

observation to be at least thn~e thousand dollars.. Nledieare has ve:ry dear

n::gulatiom: intended to prohibit hospitals :fi-om admitting non-a,cute patlltmlts a.s in-

patients si.mply to monitor (:hronic illness"

16. Relator has attempted to get St. Joseph\; to a.ddress and coneet the in-

patient admission problem but her suggestions and effi:Hlts havl~ been rebufte:d by

m~Ulagement.

17'. Relator repeats and re-alleges each and every allegation of the £oregoing

paragraphs of this Complaint, and incorporates them by reference: herein as if set.

f011h at length.

18. De:fi~ndant St. Joseph's prt$t~nted:, or caused to be filc~d with M[t~dkart~,

l\1edieaid and other :f~~dera.l healthcare programs, bills fC11' in-patit:nt hospiltal stays,

with knowledge that sm:h bills were false in that the: patients did not meet the

applicable f,~deral n~gulationfc)r rei.mburseme:nt as in-patients:, OJ! \vith reckless
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disregard of the f:lets and eiirc:umstanc:es that 1Noulid llavle demom:trated the falsity

of the claims.

19. By reason of the: violatilon of 31 U.S.C. § 3729(a)(1--4) defendant St.

J()8t~ph's has knowingly or redklessly damaged the United S1tate:s Government in an

amount to be det'~nnined..

20. Relator repeats and re-alle:ges e:21c:h and t~very allegation of the fo,regoing

paragraphs. of this Complaint, and inc:orporate:s. them by refc~re]1lce herein as if set

forth at length.

21. Defenda t St. Joseph's presented, or caused to be filt~d with Medicare:,

]"'fledil~aid and other federal healthcare programs, claims f(Jir out:lil~r payments to

cover the cost: of extended hospital in-patiLtmts stays wi1th knowl,edgt~ that sueh

daims \vere false in that the patients didl not meet the applicable ff:deral negulation

for reimbursement as in-patients, or \\1ith reckless disregard of the fads and

circulTLstances that would have demons 'rated the falsity of the claims,

22. By reason of the: violatioltl of 31 U.S.C. § 3729(a)(J.-4) de£endc:Ul1t S1t.

Joseph's has knowingly or recklessly damaged the Unit,ed Statl~s Government in:an

amount: 0 be determined.
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23. Rela or repeats and re··alIl~ges eal~h and I~very alllegation of tht~ foregoing

paragraphs of this Complaint, and incorporates them by refi~nme[e he:n~in as i set

f()Ith at hmgth.

24. ])efendant St Joseph's presented, or caused to be: filed with Medicare,

N[edkaid and other federal healthcare programs, biJlls for skillled nursi.ng ean~ with

knowledge of their falsity: or with gross nl~gliigem;,e or n~ckle:s:s disregard to the

f21(:tS and legal re:quire:ments, and that said daims wer,e i.naccurate:, inappropriate or

false, and thus caused payments for said claims: to be made: by tht: United States

25. By :reason of the violatiion of 31 U.S.C. § 3729(a)(lL··4) dl~·.fc~ndant 8t:.

Josl~phrs has knowiingly or reckl1essly damaged the United States GOVt:rnment in an

aJ:nount to bt: determined.

\JVHEREFOH£, plaintiff United :Statt~s of .Am(~rica., ex re:!. Tamil :tv1. Ramsey,

lprays that:

a) Judgment be enten;:d in favor of plaintiff and against def<~nda.nt. whkh

awards plaintiff damages in an amount three times the: amount of all sums paid by

tlK~ l.Jnited states of Amerie:a as a result of the defendant's violations of 31 lJ.S.C.
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b) That judgment be entered in plaintiff's b:l'vor and against def{~ndant in an

amount equal to the n mber of false claims that wil1 be proven at tria1.l as provided

for in 31 lUSC § 3729(a) and imposition of a eivil penalty b(;~tw'een $5500 and

$11,000 per claim; and

c) That plaintin:'relator be awarded 1the maXImlLlm percentage of the

government's recovery as provide:d by statute; and

d) That plaintiff-relator be awarde:d all c~osts of this action induding

a1torneis fet:s and COUI1: costs:.

I~) That he plaintif -Telator re:c:ovl~:rs such fUl1:h(;~r and additional relid~ that

this COllrt may deel just or prop;::r..

Plaintiff United States ex reI. Tarni IvL Ramsey dt:mands a jury trial against

de£;:ndlant.

.-7Jt";..,
Dated: November /~; , 2004.

R,espectfll11y submitted,

---7(i"11~~~,~=~Z=J~~~~~3t:~~=~
J~19.es T. Ratner~ Esq" i ~:J
P.t), Box 177
1\1[ount Tn~mpi~r~, :r--nr 124:57
Td. (845)-679-·0232

(~G(I}1~~-4~?,- ,~~~) J ••t.~,-)",,-)~~~rv{3t):.­
rV~~~;~~E~~vvI~~~;k;~I~;~~:?~~~~----------

Harmon, Smith, Bridges & \Vilbanks~, LLP
1795 Peachtre:e Stn;:et, Suite 350
Athmta, GA. 30309·2339
Tel.. (404) 881-1200

Attorneys for Plaintiiff·Rdator
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